WIN

WINNING SOULS

(From Cesar Castelleanos)
The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who

wins souls is wise” (Proverbs 11.30).

Gods burning desire is for souls.

For this reason evangelism should become an art, where God’s timing, the anointing and sensitivity to the Holy Spirit are combined to reach the lost. Since souls are eternal we need to ask God to make us experts in the art of winning souls.

· Winning is a process through which we proclaim the gospel to every person in a way that leads to true repentance.

· It is a privilege that God has entrusted us with as those who have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. The prophet Daniel said, “Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the firmament, and those who turn many to righteousness like the stars forever and ever”. (Daniel 12:3)

· It is an act of humility. Jesus had to leave His throne of glory. He became man, and thus granted us eternal redemption.

        See Philippians 2:5-8.

· It is a demonstration of love: ‘ . . he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins “. (James 5:20)

· It is a need: “For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not preach the gospel! For if I do this willingly, I have a reward; but if against my will, I have been entrusted with a stewardship”.

(1 Corinthians 9:16-17)

A whole army is needed to share the gospel. It should be made up of men and women who have been saved and transformed by the redeeming blood of the Lamb and whose passion is to win souls.

Charles Spurgeon said, “If I was totally selfish and was only concerned with my own happiness, even so, I would be concerned to win souls for Christ. Because I have never known such an indescribable joy, pure and overflowing which filled my heart the day that someone came to know his Savior through me.”

R A Torrey testified, “I knew very little of the joy of salvation until someone accepted Christ for the first time through me.”

Paul said, “To the weak I become as weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some”. (1 Corinthians 9:22)

The apostle did not limit the gospel. He determined to become a great strategist in order to reach people, no mafter what their social position culture or ethnic origin.

“He who wins souls is wise” (Proverbs 11:30). What is wisdom? To win souls. 

It does not say “He who makes money is wise”, nor “he who studies in the best universities is wise”. No - only he who wins souls is wise. Many souls are lost because the person who has been sent does not know how to present the gospel of Jesus Christ.

“Who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth”. (1 Timothy 2.4)

3 REASONS WE SHOULD WIN OTHERS FOR JESUS

1. Because of their worth to God

“For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul?”. (Mark 8:36) A soul is worth much more than the whole world, than all the stars put together. The value of a soul cannot be measured. God can destroy the stars and create them again, but He cannot do that with the soul. God cannot destroy a soul and replace it with another.

“The soul who sins shall die”. (Ezekiel 18:4) “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”. (Romans 3:23)

2. JESUS PAID A HIGH PRICE

“Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and without spot”.

(1 Peter 1:18-19)

3.  Faith in Jesus is the ONLY way to salvation
“Therefore, I said to you that you would die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins “. (John 8:24)

“Then Jesus said to them, ‘When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that lam He, and that! do nothing of Myself; but as My Father has taught Me, I speak these things. And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left me alone, for I always do those things that please him”’. (John 8: 28-29)

WHAT SHOULD WE THEN DO?

WE MUST UNDERSTAND OUR CALLING

“I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both

to wise and to unwise”. (Romans 1:14) Paul said that

~
he must preach the gospel of Jesus Christ to everyone. 


Without shame, he gave himself completely to the preaching of the gospel - not caring about who would reject him. 


It is said that the great evangelist John Knox used to constantly intercede for the salvation of the lost in his nation. His cry was “God, give me Scotland or I die.” When we understand the seriousness of our calling we will not rest until we fulfil the purpose of God in our land. In order to become a winner of souls, you must:

BE REDEEMED

You need to reach the point where you feel that you are the greatest sinner on earth and know that only the blood of Jesus can save you. You have to acknowledge your sins, confess them, renounce them and ask for God’s restoring grace in your life.

HAVE COMPASSION FOR THE LOST

We should feel the same way that Jesus did.

EQUIP YOURSELF WITH THE WORD

Each one of us has a responsibility to share with others what God has done in our lives. In order to do this we should prepare ourselves and know how to use the word of truth. We should train as soldiers so that we know how to use our weapons correctly. The word of truth is a two-edged sword, but it can be useless if not handled properly.

BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 

This is very different from just believing in Him, because the fullness of the Spirit is the fruit of being completely yielded to Him. Jesus was able to change the course of history in just three and a half years because He lived in the fullness of the Holy Spirit. It is better to live one day in the fullness of the Spirit than one thousand in your own strength.

BE A GOOD TESTIMONY

There are many people who say one thing but do the opposite. Your life must be an open book where people can read your actions without caring too much about your words.

BECOME IMMERSED IN THE VISION

Many Christians have a passive attitude, believing that their financial support for the Kingdom of God is enough. But God’s cry is “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” Our response should be “Here am I! Send me”. (Isaiah 6:8) To be filled with the vision makes us reproducers of life, which is God’s will for all the members of the church.

TESTIFY TO OTHERS ABOUT CHRIST

This is to give life to the vision and to go out to reach all those that the Lord will put in your path.
Our Evangelism Strategy At Central Assembly
WINNING SOULS IN THE CELL

· (See also the section “Personal Pastors”)

Definition of a cell:

Small groups made up of people who meet together at least once a week, focusing on the Word of God with the purpose of development and growth.

In cell groups we typically find:

· A Leader The person who directs the cell and is responsible for those in it

· A Host Someone who provides the place where participants gather 

· An Assistant The person or persons who assist the leader and share in the cell’s vision

· Participants All the people who actively attend the group and those people invited to the meeting. Ideally the total number of participants should be kept to a number the leader can maintain personal relationships with. 

Cells are, in effect, small “churches” that teach the Scriptures or communicate Biblical truth in a simple and practical manner. People who attend are built up and drawn closer to Christ. Ideally, this includes those non-believers who are invited into these informal meetings and are ultimately won for Christ. 

The cell principle has worked since the early church when the growth of the Church congregation came through small groups who met in homes to learn about the Gospel, and grow in faith.

Then the word of God spread, and the number of the

disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem. (Acts 6:7)

I kept back nothing that was helpful, but pro​claimed it to you, and taught you publicly and from house to house, testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ’. (Acts 20:20-21)

Opening the door of your house to host a cell is like taking the Ark or presence of God into your home. You are striving to reach a whole community with the light of the gospel. 

The Success of Making Disciples is in the Cells

The success of a church is making disciples. Ultimately, this can be seen in numerical and spiritual growth. This growth comes because the cell vision helps to form and equip the type of disciples who will then take upon themselves the task of spreading the gospel to the world.

Cells allow “Personal Pastoring” 

With small groups of people to pastor, leaders can truly know the condition of the sheep. They can spend one on one time with them, and hold them accountable to become disciples. They can encourage them in day to day life.

Jesus was always concerned with meeting the needs of each person. He developed His ministry through contact with people. The cell vision allows us to act as Jesus did. Even the newest believer can meet with his family and a cell leader can pastor each person individually.

Making disciples becomes easier
The work does not fall onto just one person’s shoulders. When a pastor manages to involve the whole church in cells, the results are better. Each member of the congregation will always feel looked after.

Cells are not just for fellowship, they are to win souls!

Within the cell life there must be evangelistic activity. Every department in the church must operate through the cells. (Prophetic, teaching, etc) It is there where souls are reached and the ministry is done. At the same time in the cell members are prepared to be useful in cell multiplication and ministry. (See 1 Peter 5:10).

Cells are the place leaders are born

The cells are the best place to form leaders. We can choose from the people that are faithful to meet weekly with us in a house, an office or a workshop. We choose those who are most successful in producing fruit. To these we give the most time. We encourage them to continue growing through the school of leaders. We impart greater vision to these. We allow them to express spiritual gifts in the “safe” environment where we are with them. Eventually, these leaders take their place as makers of disciples. 

Jesus won twelve men in whom He reproduced His character and methods. They became His representatives to the whole world. He transmitted His vision to the twelve so that they could in turn transmit it to others. In this way He achieved multiplication.  We will multiply in the same way.

Getting Started

In the beginning, existing church leaders may be the first cell leaders, bypassing many elements of the ‘Road to Maturity”, but ideally a cell leader should be one who himself has been thoroughly discipled and trained through cells. Cell leaders start first as a cell member.  Sheep reproduce what they SEE. The best leaders will be those who were first followers in the model of cell evangelism and discipleship.

New Cells

A new cell is usually formed with some of the members of an original cell. When a cell member has been discipled, trained and is ready, he or she should aspire to start a cell. Becoming a cell leader is the final stage of the “School of Leaders”.   

[image: image1.jpg]Starting a New Cell

Discipled members of a cel are
ﬁ released into ministry by the parent
I cell. They are sent out to begin a
new work in the "Prayer of Three"
' ‘ I motel.

LI o

The pastor of the first cell maintains ﬂ
"apostalic” oversight of the new cell
pastors and the cell,




Three to six people is a good number with which to start a cell. Cells may be started a variety of ways at first, but ultimately, the “Prayer of Three” model is a great way to start, and should become a lifestyle for the cell thereafter.  This will keep the focus on winning souls, which is the Lord’s own focus.

The Purpose of Cells

A. To open the doors for people to be saved. See Acts 10.
B.  To allow people to identify with the leadership. See Matthew 9:10
C. To offer the opportunity to receive a touch from God. See Luke 5:19-20.

The Ideal Cell

A cell must have a host and leader committed to the vision of the Church. They should have a vision for the lost and be excited about winning souls. They should have growth goals for the cell, and even set financial goals for the cell.

In a cell meeting you:

· Break the Ice and welcome everyone.

· Ask disciples to discuss their journal notes and observations from the week’s Bible reading. This is done to ensure they are staying in the word. 

· Prepare a short message (15 min max) specific to the needs of the specific group,( men, women ,couples,  young people, or children).  We have a great number of cell outlines available, that include a “ice breaker” discussion, a  message, and a direction for prayer.

· Pray together

· Invite the Holy Spirit to meet needs

· If an unsaved person is present, end with a brief Gospel presentation and invitation to pray a sinner’s prayer.

· Be available afterward if someone needs you.

When possible, worship is a nice addition to the cell. The “meeting” part of a Cell meetings should rarely last more than an hour. (That’s one reason the groups should be kept small.)

Remember, cells are not just for discipling.. they are for WINNING

Since the cell is the main arm of the church to penetrate the community with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the majority of decisions for Christ will come through the cells. Some strategies can be applied to accelerate the harvest of souls.

THE PRAYER OF THREE (See also the booklet “Prayer of Three)
This is the model by which most cells are launched. (Although it is not JUST for launching cells, it is good to do anytime.)

The Prayer of Three is about three people coming together in agreement, (“if Two of you shall agree”…”a cord of three strands”, etc),  to target specific unsaved people with prayer, and then with evangelism.

Why do we take a whole month to pray? Because the real reasons people don’t accept Christ have to do with spiritual blindness. The God of this world has blinded them.  Successful evangelism begins with powerful prayer.

Why, in Daniel 6:7, did Satan give a plan to Daniel’s enemies to stop him praying for a month? If the prophet stopped praying he would certainly fail. Lack of prayer brings death, but Daniel’s perse​vering thirty-day prayer released life. When we commit ourselves to pray continuously for a whole month for specific unbelievers the Spirit of God will respond with mercy and give them life.

Here’s how it works:

· The leader who is planning to form a cell takes two others (they should be believers).

· Each one of them, in prayer, targets three unsaved people. These could be friends, coworkers, neighbors, or family members.

· The members of the group share the names with each other, so they can all agree together.  
· They meet for an hour a week for four weeks. In their meeting they pray specifically for the conver​sion of those people. If they are already part of an existing cell, they also pray for the existing group members as well as for those who will join them (by faith). It is important to have a time of fasting and intercession and to engage in spiritual warfare to see people saved. They bind every power that is in opposition to salvation and to neutralize them in the name of Jesus. They ask for every spirit that blocks the revelation of the gospel to be bound and destroyed in the name of Jesus, and that the Lord will convict them of sin and bring them to repentance.

· Every member of the group should therefore be praying for the salvation of nine people at one time.

Making Contact

After thirty days of prayer, each person is contacted and special interest is shown in them. God’s love for them is shared. Then it is good to introduce the plan of salvation.

You might begin with your personal testimony. You might ask them “If you died tonight, what would you say to God if asked ‘Why should I let you enter Heaven?’”

You might share “the four spiritual laws”

1)God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life.

2)Man is a sinner and therefore separated from God.

3)Jesus Christ is the only bridge between God and man.

4)We should personally accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.

It might also be the “Roman Road” which should be memorized during the “School of Leaders”

In all cases you want to encourage them to visit the cell group and the church.

After sharing the Gospel, in person or in the cell, we should lead the person to pray a prayer of commitment This is when the person surrenders his life completely to Jesus. The following prayer may act as guideline:

Father, today I acknowledge that / am a sinner. I repent for every sin that I have committed. I renounce and turn from my sinful life. I ask that the blood of Jesus Christ would wash away all my sins and cleanse me from my rebellion. Lord Jesus, today, / open my heart. / invite you to come into my life and that from now on you will be my Lord and Savior. Thank you for saving me and giving me eternal life. Amen.

After prayer:

Offer the book “Guidance for Life”.  

Ask them to carefully read it.

• Show them how to read the Gospel of Mark that begins of page 51 of the book. Comment on the impor​tance of reading the book every day, during a whole week, in order to understand it.

· Invite your friend along to a cell meeting. It is with these friends that the cell begins to take shape. Until now, the cell has been in embryonic form - three believers meeting to pray for the conversion of their friends. Once their friends begin to attend the cell enters into the formation stage. The cell meeting adopts the normal program including the sharing of the Word of God.

Services in the Church

Mention the different meetings held in the church and invite them to come. Explain the importance of being together regularly and attending the different events. We should always do this with a spirit of encouragement and not putting any pressure on them, which can be counter-productive.
Special Events (“Net” meetings)

Invite the person who has been won in the cell to participate in special evangelistic events. The cell will always continue to seek the lost with the aim of bringing them to Christ. What happened with the first three people should be reproduced in every new member. 

New unbelievers should be introduced into the cell every week. This will happen if each cell member just brings one new person every few weeks. One strategy is to keep a vacant chair in the meeting reserved for a new person who could be there, but isn’t. Everyone should pray for that person to attend the next meeting. The cell should aim to win at least one new believer every week.

WINNING THROUGH CHURCH MEETINGS

These are two very important things to creating a soul winning environment at church:

· An altar call for salvation will usually be made at every Sunday AM  meeting

· The message of the cross should be presented when making the altar call.

After the preaching everyone should join the speaker in the prayer of commitment. The following prayer of salvation can help:

‘Lord Jesus, I look towards the cross of Calvary where you gave your life for me. I acknowledge that you are the Son of the living God. You took upon yourself my sin, my guilt, my condemnation, my curse, my sicknesses and my death. It should have been me dying on that cross. Lord Jesus, I renounce sin, the world and the devil. I repent of my sins and I ask your forgiveness for having offended you. I renounce all past links with the powers of darkness, and I open my life to you. I confess with my mouth that you are the Son of God, who died my death, but rose again triumphant and victorious. Jesus, today I open my heart and I accept you as my Lord and my Saviour. Reign in my life from this day forward. Amen.”

After the prayer:

Invite those that prayed this prayer for the first time to spend a few minutes with you.

Briefly speak about the love of God, the consequences of sin, Christ as the only Lord and Savior, the blessings of repentance and the benefits of accepting Christ.

For example:

“There are some things which you need to know:

· God loves you and proved His love by sending His only Son to die for you.

· The Bible says that all have sinned and are separated from God and that includes you.

· Jesus came into this world as the Son of Man so that you could become a son of God.

· Jesus became sin on the cross so that you could be made righteous in Him before God.

· He became a curse so that you could be blessed.

· He carried your sickness so that you could be healed.

· He became poor that you might be made rich.

· He died your death so that you could live His life.

· He took on your human nature so that you could participate in His divine nature.
· He came to live in your home, the earth, so that you could live in His home, heaven.

· He became man, carried your sin, died and was buried, but He rose again to take mankind with Him into glory. Jesus is now seated at the right hand of the Father. He is interceding for you and representing mankind before God. He does this so that the Holy Spirit will come to live in you and represents the interests of the Father through you. The moment that you acknowledge your sin, repent and turn to Jesus, He comes to dwell in your heart.

Once people are brought into the consolidation room, the leader can present the plan of salvation. He clearly and briefly explains the work of Christ and the need to embrace it, using five foundational points so that they can understand the decision that they are making. See Matthew 13:19.

1. God’s love: John 3:16, Jeremiah 31:3

2.Sin: Romans 3:23, 3:10-12

3. Christ as the only Saviour: John 14:6

4. Repentance: Acts 3:19, Romans 12:2

5 Accepting (receiving) Jesus: Revelation 3:20, John 1:12, Romans 10:9, 10.

Now pray the prayer of surrender, emphasising four things:

 Their need of God: “Lord, I need you”.

Their state: ‘Lord, I am a sinner”.

Their repentance: ‘Lord, Forgive me”.

Their surrender: “Lord, I receive you”.

Fill in the “Connect” card for them.

It is extremely important to make a note of the needs of the people who have just come to the Lord and to pray for them. Pray for the new converts and their needs. Ask if they would like to receive more infor​mation and help. Tell them also that someone will contact them within the next few days.

Offer the book “Guidance for Life”.  

Ask them to carefully read it.

• Show them how to read the Gospel of Mark that begins of page 51 of the book. Comment on the impor​tance of reading the book every day, during a whole week, in order to understand it.

The transition between the first and second step in the Road to Maturity is almost automatic. Immediately after confessing Jesus as Lord the “connection” process begins there and then as the personal pastor ministers to the new believer. Never forget to give them the “Guidance for Life” book. It is important and necessary for the new believer to take home something they can read to help them understand the decision they have made, and to strengthen their faith. 

Personal follow up by a cell leader who will act as a “personal pastor” should happen within 48 hours!

Special Events (Net Meetings)

Special events are also great way to invite the lost to a place they can be reached.  If these events are well planned, they can act as a fishnet to gather the lost.  Men’s BarBQs, concerts, ladies retreats, and more can be used as a non-threatening way to invite those targets of the ‘Prayer of Three”. For this reason, these events need to be regularly scheduled.

Evangelistic teams should plan these events.  Opportunities to receive Christ should always be presented. Connection teams should be present with “connect” cards at each event. Teams should carefully observe and make a telephone follow up within 48 hours, and a personal follow up within 72 hours for the connection process to begin.

These special events can be highly effective in the hands of soul winners.

FROM HERE, THE CONNECTION PROCESS BEGINS…..

APPENDIX A

A Basic Evangelistic Appeal

Examples

Roman Road: Follow it! 

Romans 1:20-21: "For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened." We must acknowledge God as the Creator of everything and accept our humble position in God's creation. 

Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God.” We must all realize that we are sinners and that we need forgiveness. We are not worthy of God’s grace. If you have ever committed even one sin, you are a sinner. That’s everyone!

Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates His love toward us, in that, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Through Jesus, God gave us a way to be saved from our sins. God showed us His love by giving us the potential for life through the death of His Son, Jesus Christ. 

Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” If we remain sinners, we will die. However, if we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior, and repent of our sins, we will have eternal life. 

Romans 10:9-10 “That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation." Just confess that Jesus Christ is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead and you will be saved! 



Romans 10:13 “For whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.” There are no religious formulas or rituals -- Call upon the name of the Lord and you will be saved! 

Are You Ready to Accept God’s Gift of Salvation?
If you truly believe the message, and want to accept God’s gift of salvation right now, it's a matter  of receiving God’s free gift and turning the rest of your life over to Jesus Christ. 

"Lord Jesus, I need You. Thank You for dying on the cross for my sins. I open the door of my life and receive You as my Savior and Lord. Thank You for forgiving my sins and giving me eternal life. Take control of the throne of my life. Make me the kind of person You want me to be."

THE FOUR SPIRITUAL LAWS
‘But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8

‘But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name.” John 1:12

The whole  universe is governed by laws. These laws were established by God to maintain the perfect order of the universe, “. . . upholding all things by the word of His power.” (Hebrews 1:3)

Just as natural laws exist, so also do spiritual laws. Man has chosen to break them by his own will. This is why we need to know God’s purpose for our lives.

LAW ONE:  GOD LOVES YOU, AND HAS A MARVELOUS PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE

“I have come that they might have life, and have life more abundantly” (John 10:10)
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16

God wants the best for us, and has a plan for us to have an abundant life.

So why don’t most people HAVE abundant life?

LAW TWO: MAN IS SINFUL AND IS SEPERATED FROM GOD

No matter how “good” you are, you are still a sinner. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”(Romans 3:23).

For this reason, man does not know or experience God’s plan for his life. 

God’s reason for creating man was so he could have a close friendship with God.  But because of man’s stubborn self will, he chooses to do his own thing, and is now separated from God. 

Man has a nature that openly rebels against divine authority. Instead, we like to fulfill our own wants and desires. Sometimes man is actively rebellious, and sometimes he is passively indifferent, but the result is the same.

Sadly, this means that your immortal soul will be eternally separated from God and will go to a place of continuous torment, where there is no rest day or night.

Man was in a terrible position. There was no other way to redeem mankind, except for the sacrificial offering provided by God. That offering had to be His own Son.

Isaiah said: “But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). Jesus willingly accepted our punishment in order to grant us complete redemption. “For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead” (1 Corinthians 15:21). “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me”’ (John 14:6). Only through Jesus we receive salvation and forgiveness of sins.

LAW THREE: JESUS CHRIST IS THE ONLY WAY TO SALVATION

“I am the way, the truth and the life. No man comes to the Father except by me” John 1:6

“God demonstrates his love for us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8)

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave them the right to become children of God, to those who believed in His name” (John 1:12).

Through Jesus Christ, you can know and experience God’s love and salvation.

LAW FOUR: WE MUST INDIVIDUALLY RECEIVE HIM AND MAKE HIM LORD OF OUR LIFE.

For a man to make this peace with God the Father, it is necessary to turn to Him, to surrender his will and to ask Jesus to come into and take control of His life. 

We Receive Christ Through Faith. 

"By grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no one should boast" (Ephesians 2:8,9).

When We Receive Christ, We Experience a New Birth

(Read John 3:1-8.)

We Receive Christ by Personal Invitation

[Christ speaking] "Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any one hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him" (Revelation 3:20).

Receiving Christ involves turning to God from self (repentance) and trusting Christ to come into our lives to forgive our sins and to make us what He wants us to be. Just to agree intellectually that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that He died on the cross for our sins is not enough. Nor is it enough to have an emotional experience. We receive Jesus Christ by faith, as an act of the will.

“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him and he with Me” (Revelation 3:20).

You Can Receive Christ Right Now by Faith Through Prayer

(Prayer is talking to God)

. The following is a suggested prayer:

"Lord Jesus, I need You. Thank You for dying on the cross for my sins. I open the door of my life and receive You as my Savior and Lord. Thank You for forgiving my sins and giving me eternal life. Take control of the throne of my life. Make me the kind of person You want me to be."

APPENDIX B

Sharing Jesus without Fear

A Witnessing model based on Bill Fay’s teachings

“Are you a Christian?”

Ask that question to most Americans, and you’ll get an answer back that rarely tells you much.  Almost every American thinks they are a good, moral person.  This is because they compare themselves to others that they see as worse than they are. 

Perhaps a better question to get answers would be “How would you describe your spiritual life?”

Statisticians tell is it takes an average of  7.6 times for someone to hear the gospel before he/she receives it.  It will likely take time before someone is ready to truly commit to Christ.

Let's say you are talking to a woman that you know and you may say to her, "What do you think is the biggest problem women face today?" Now, it doesn't matter what her answer is,  you probably are going to know something about what she's saying. Perhaps it is stress, trying to balance motherhood with a career. You may or may not be in the same circumstances, but you can understand stress. As you LISTEN to her and sympathize with her, listen for an opportunity to insert a question like, "By the way, do you have any spiritual beliefs?"


What if this is a man you've found yourself have a conversation with? Well, find out what he does for a living, or if you're up on sports, find out what teams he likes. Anything that will get the two of you talking. Then when the opportunity is right, try this "Do you go to church anywhere? What are your spiritual beliefs?"


These conversation joggers will help ease you into a God-pointing conversation of your own. The next thing you know, you're sharing Jesus!!! 

The Hmmmmmmmmm Principle
When asking the first few questions, no matter what the responder says, don’t jump too quickly to answer. NO MATTER HOW they respond to the question, just try saying “Hmmmmmmmmm." 

There is a principle at work here. This principle reminds us that if you really care---really love someone---you will LISTEN, attentively! As you listen to what your friend is saying, through the power of the Holy Spirit, you may be able to hear if your friend is dealing with problems like loneliness, emptiness, pain, or anger. You will be able to discern how close his heart is to God.


 Questions
You can start these questions anywhere on the list, as you feel led.

1. Do you have any kind of spiritual beliefs?

Never ask "Do you believe in God?" because that question is often considered offensive. The person we are speaking to may feel that their belief in God is not our business...and therefore, they shut us out before we can even begin to share Jesus with them. However, most people are happy to reply to a question about spiritual beliefs because they love to give their opinions. When asking about their spiritual belief, you may get a two minute answer or a 20 minute answer. 


Even if the person you are talking to says they are in a cult... whatever they say....what is your response???  “Hmmmmmmmmm!” 

What if they ask what you believe? You say simply, yes, I have a spiritual belief, but I'm interested in finding out about you! And then go on to the next question. 

2. To you, who is Jesus Christ?

This question separates "religious" people from "relational" people. Religious people will often answer by saying something like, "Jesus is the son of God or a man who died on the cross. Or even, He's God's only Son."
Theologically, these answers are correct...but notice the difference when the person is in a relationship and the answer they will give. "He is MY Lord and MY Savior." See the difference? If I asked you, would your answer have been, God's only Son..or "My" Savior? The word "My" makes Jesus personal to us!
But, what if they respond with....the first answers, the "religious" answers? Or, what if they respond with, "He was a prophet, a nice man, a historical figure or even worse, a myth?"
What is your reply? Hmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm?????

3. Do you believe in heaven or hell?

Most people do believe in heaven...some are going to say they just can't believe in hell. Again, the reply you have (if any) is Hmmmmm. This question is usually going to be either yes or no....or maybe. Follow their answer quickly with questions 4.

4. If you died today, where would you go?

You'll probably find that many who said they didn't believe in heaven or hell, will still say they "hope" they go to heaven. No matter what their original answer to question #3, most have a "hope" for heaven. This is the one question that you always don't respond to with "Hmmmmmm"...at first. If they say, I don't know...you Hmmmm. If they say they "hope" to go to heaven, or they believe they will go to heaven, follow this response up with this question: "Why would God let you in?" 
Here comes the "Hmmmmmmmmmmmmmm" response! No matter why they believe God will allow them in....Hmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm.

The first four questions are a build up to this final one. 

5. If what you are believing is not true, would you want to know?

This is a crucial question. People fear missing opportunities because of not knowing the right information. There are only two possible answers to this question: yes or no. If the answer is yes, you have permission to go on to the next phase, which is sharing scripture with them. 

Now, for the hard part. If they say no, you remain silent! Say NOTHING. The person will either do one of two things, they will change the subject...or ask you to tell them how they are wrong. If they change the subject, follow suit. If they ask how they are wrong, then your door is open to share scripture with them...:)


You should note that you can bypass conversation joggers and head straight for any of the questions used in any order. A simple question, "Do you attend church anywhere?" could be the opening you need to get right to scriptures. Or perhaps someone is just waiting for you to ask, "IF you died right now, where would you go?" 
Watch them, be a great listener. Remember, the object of these questions is NOT to discuss their theology, but to find out where they're at. You can't do that if you're doing all the talking!
Sometimes, people may want you to answer the questions yourself. Try to respond by saying, "I'm more interested in what you believe now, I can tell you what I believe later." After all, you will!

You can't fail!
Please remember your motive for evangelism. Love for God and for His children. Also, remember, this is in obedience to His command. This is not a "thing" you are doing, it is an act of consecration and belief in Jesus Christ. Just as Jesus worked wherever His Father worked, so must we. As you look around your world, ask, "Father, where are you working? Where can I join you?"



*10 Conversation joggers: (which could include, how's the family?)


1. What are the biggest problems facing men/women today?
2. How much money do you think it would take for a person's life to be perfect?
3. Do you go to church anywhere?
4. Do you ever feel uncertain about what you are depending on spiritually for hope in your life?
5. Has anyone ever told you the difference between religion and a relationship with Jesus Christ?
6. Has anyone ever explained Christianity to you?
7. You know, I've had many problems as well, but I've found a solution for my pain. Would you like to know about it?
8. May I ask you a question?
9. Does truth matter to you?
10. May I give you a five-question survey?



The Commitment Questions 

1. Are you a sinner?

This first question is based on the first read-aloud scripture Romans 3:23: "ALL have sinned." The 'Share Jesus' scriptures prepare the listeners' hearts for the 'Commitment Questions' you'll be asking.

2. Do you want forgiveness of your sins?

In Romans 6:23, it was pointed out that "the wages of sin is death". So by now your friend should know why he needs forgiveness. It is his CHOICE. It's up to him to receive it or not.

3. Do you believe Jesus died on the cross for you and rose again?

This is a key element in anyone's decision because the cross is central to the gospel. For as your friend read in Roman's 10: 9-11, it is with the heart man believes and with the heart a man is justified and with the mouth a man confesses.

4. Are you willing to surrender your life to Jesus Christ?

This is a very important questions. Jesus always encouraged people to count the cost. (see Luke 14: 27-28 & Matt. 19: 16-22)
Jesus forgives us through HIS perfection, not ours. Even so, we need to be sure our friends know they choose to receive God's love and they must choose to serve him willingly. We must NOT lead our friends or loved ones into an EASY faith that does not change their hears or their lives.

5. Are you ready to invite Jesus into your life and into your heart?

Scripture says in John 1:12, "Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God."
We need to invite, to receive, to accept Jesus into our hearts.



 
Notice question 5: "Are you ready to invite Jesus into your life and into your heart?"
When you think of question 5, think of the words SILENCE and PRAY. 

You have to realize the dynamics that are taking place. The Holy Spirit is working in this one's heart. The angels are rooting for you.. The Word of God is applying pressure to this one's very bone and marrow. You need to sit in stark silence. The battle for this heart has never been yours, but God's alone. NO matter how long this silence last, you do not break it. Don't repeat the question, don't try to push the situation to a resolution. What you do is PRAY! Ten seconds, ten minutes....an hour....however long it takes until the person responds.
How long are you willing to wait?
When you ask question #5, there are only two answers you will hear: yes or no.


The Sinners Prayer
 This is an example of what should be prayed.
"Heavenly Father, I have sinned against You. I want forgiveness for all my sins. I believe that Jesus died on the cross for me and rose again. Father, I give You my life to do with as you wish. I want Jesus Christ to come into my life and into my heart. This I ask in Jesus name, Amen."

