THE VISION

THE ROAD TO MATURITY:

A Vision to Make Disciples

This is a step by step overview of how we make disciples at Central Assembly.
It’s a new day at Central Assembly. Although we have a blessed heritage, we know that we can not rest where we are. 

God has clearly given us a vision to rise to the level of  the apostolic calling.  The burden of the early apostles was to see Christ’s kingdom established on the earth. Through the ministry gifts God gave them, the hearts of men were changed and all history was affected.

However, the task has not been completed. In many ways, the earth is still waiting to see God’s kingdom manifested.

The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed.

Rom 8:19
We hope to embrace the heart and vision of the early Apostles to build and establish in the hearts of men what the Holy Spirit desires in the earth. 

God has established the pattern for the Church, and efforts by men to improve upon it have only produced failures.

God is calling us to make disciples

We are not merely called to believe a set of doctrines. We are not content to occupy a chair in a church service. We do not believe that the work of the ministry is for just a select few.  We believe that our church is full of men and women who are called as pastors, evangelists, teachers, and even prophets and apostles.  God gives these gifts, and many more, in order to make disciples.

Our calling is to make disciples…that will make disciples. We must embrace the gifts he has bestowed upon every believer, and believe God for supernatural growth and multiplication of the church.

For some time God has been directing us. We have taken small but steady steps. Our vision is not just for another program or simply to build a larger building. Our vision is to become mature in our calling as a church.  Our vision is for the entire body to be engaged in the work of the ministry!  

It is important that every believer become a maker of disciples. That doesn’t mean we will all do the same tasks. Some will be more apt to teach. Others more apt to prophesy. Many will be more apt to meet practical needs and demonstrate Christ’s love. Nevertheless, we must all know how to make disciples. Every member must be willing and able to help new believers become rooted and grounded firmly in Christ.

For this reason, we are establishing “The Road to Maturity”.  It is a vision to make disciples that every member of Central Assembly can understand and be a part of.  

Said simply.. “The Road to Maturity” is a vision to make every member of our church a leader. When you have experienced and understand “The Road”, you will be able to care for other believers, share God’s Word with them and help them grow into fruitful ministry.  

In the next few pages, you will find a brief summary of our vision. Each element of this vision will be discussed in MUCH greater detail later during The School of Leaders. 

Our vision is divided into four basic tracks:

Win       Connect    Disciple   Send
Let’s deal with these one area at a time, in the order they should occur in the life of a new believer.

WIN

Prov 11:30    ..He who wins souls is wise.

God’s heart is for the salvation of the lost. The degree to which he lives in us, is the degree to which we will share His burden for lost souls. 

We will win souls through:


Cell Groups

Cell groups are not merely for fellowship, they are to win souls. The purpose of the cell group is to open doors for people to be saved and become connected to Christ. Cells also allow people to identify with the leadership, and offer the opportunity for people to receive a touch from God. As souls are won to Christ in the cells, they will then progress to the “connect” phase through the same cell.


The Prayer of Three 

The Prayer of Three is a strategy to combine prayer and personal evangelism to win the lost and build cell groups. By covenants of intense prayer and intercession, we focus the energy of small groups towards reaching the lost, then turning them into disciples. 

This simple plan equips and transforms normal believers into powerful prayer evangelists. In cell groups that regularly use this strategy, visitors are expected every week. Cell members are taught to celebrate greatly with every new soul won, and an atmosphere of “heaven rejoicing” becomes normal.


Church Services

Our Sunday morning service is an ideal time to bring in the seeking and lost. A salvation opportunity will be offered at each Sunday morning service.   In the “Connect” training, believers are taught how to reach out to each visitor, and “plug them in”. 


Special Events

Every special event is to be turned into a major opportunity for evangelism. An opportunity to receive Christ should be a part of almost every outreach. 
“Connection” teams will work to preserve this harvest. 

Connect

Gal 4:19  My dear children, for you it is as if I am in the pains of  childbirth until Christ is formed in you.
The Connect ministry is the essential pastoral ministry of the church.  It recognizes that the key to successful Christian living is to “abide in the vine”. (John 15)  This is the ministry of Cell Pastors and their team.


A personal pastor for every new disciple 

This is a cornerstone of our vision. Every new ‘disciple” who comes to Central (in the services or through cells) will be quickly introduced to a cell group leader who is gifted so serve as their pastor. They will oversee their spiritual growth and attend to their needs. They will also hold them accountable, and encourage them along the “Road to Success”.   


Verify Salvation

The Cell leader/personal pastor will make sure the disciple understands what has happened, the decision he has made, and will ensure that he/she is securely plugged in. 


Becoming part of a cell.

In the cell, the disciple will be able to build relationships, receive teaching, share his heart and receive pastoral care. Here the process of encouragement and accountability will take place. This is also where the disciple will learn to minister and use his own gifts.  


Pre encounter class

Very soon into the new believer’s walk, the personal pastor will direct them into this study. Classes may be in the cell or at the church. This six week class covers such topics as The New Birth, Assurance of Salvation, Deliverance, Understanding Water Baptism, Fellowship with God (prayer), The Power of the Scriptures,  intro to Baptism in the 
Spirit, and Preparing for the Encounter Retreat. The class is designed to lay a foundation and raise expectation for the Encounter Retreat.
.

Encounter Retreat

We also believe this to be a cornerstone of the vision. This is a weekend retreat away from the familiar that deeply focuses the disciple on the work of the Cross. It is a time for inner healing, deliverance, and total forgiveness.  The old life is left completely behind.  It is important that believers truly have an “power” encounter with God. The Encounter weekend gives us extended time to place a small group of new believers with anointed prophets and deliverance teams in an anointed, isolated setting. In the Encounter the new believer is led into a powerful experience with the living God. The weekend climaxes with receiving Baptism in the Holy Spirit. 


Baptism

Public water baptism may occur before the encounter, but ideally should happen immediately upon their return from the encounter weekend.


Post encounter class

This eight week class follows up and reinforces the gains made during the Encounter weekend. The Disciple is taught the importance of leaving the old life behind, overcoming worldliness, developing a prayer life, how to relate to unbelievers, how to study the Bible, sexuality and morality, the church, and knowing God’s will.


Discovering a place of service (get involved DOING)

As the disciple matures, the personal pastor will help the disciple discover some way they can serve the church in a practical way. Some humble act or place of service is important early in his/her development.  The new believer should be eager to serve the body of Christ.


Church attendance and accountability
The disciple should be part of he church services, receiving the teaching and heart of the church. 

If  the disciple has completed all these 
steps, remains faithful to the church and the cell pastor, he/she will be recommended for the next step: The School of Leaders
DISCIPLE

Matt 28:19-20 ….Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

2 Tim 2:2 …The things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.

Our goal is not to make disciples that will simply attend church services. Our task is to make disciples, that will make disciples. 

By now, four months after his conversion, a solid basic understanding has been laid in the life of the disciple. He has believed in the Power of the Cross. He has true Christian friendships, and has learned to trust the Church and his personal pastor. He is ready to begin understanding deeper doctrine as he heads towards being a disciple maker.

As he/she bears fruit, the personal pastor will recommend that he is ready for the next stage of growth: The School of Leaders.


The School of Leadership

The purpose of this is to produce believers who have a vision and ability to make disciples.  Each 90 minute session is half doctrine/half practical ministry.

This School of Leadership is 40 weeks, 1 night per week. It is divided into 4 separate, ten week semesters.

FRESHMAN (First 10 weeks) 

During the first 10 weeks the disciple attends the class each week and completes assignments. He should read the New Testament through, and keep a daily journal, from which he shares weekly with his cell “pastor”. 

He must share his faith with three people during this season, and invite an unsaved 
person to cell group or church. He also must complete 1 required book and give a brief report.

If he is not diligent, is absent more than 3 times, or is not bearing fruit, he simply takes the first 10 week class again… until he is ready to advance to the sophomore level.

SOPHOMORE (second 10 weeks)

During the Sophomore term, the disciple continues in the class and assignments, reads the New Testament through a second time, journals, reads 2 required books and writes brief reports, and invites at least 3 unsaved people to his cell group meeting.

As before, the disciple must have been faithful to attend, and born fruit before he is promoted to the next 10 weeks.

JUNIOR (third 10 weeks)

During the thirds semester of the School of Leadership, the disciple once again goes to class and completes assignments, reads selections of the New Testament and Old Testament, reads required books, prepares reports, and leads his first session in the cell group he attends.  At this stage, plans may be made for participation in a short term missions trip.

If the disciple has been faithful, and the cell leader recommends him, he progresses to the “Senior” class.

SENIOR (Final 10 weeks)

During the final 10 week semester, the disciple continues in classes that begin to focus more and more on practical aspects of making disciples. He continues Bible reading with an emphasis on Acts and Paul’s Epistles. Required books must be reported on. He teaches or helps teach several cell group meetings.  By completion of the ten weeks, he is also familiar with the structure of the “Road to Maturity” discipleship plan. In the final days of his Senior semester, the disciple is encouraged to launch by faith into “his” ministry. By the “Prayer of Three” model, he is encouraged by his cell pastor to begin his own cell ministry.

In this way, cell leaders may reproduce 
themselves. We are believing God for supernatural multiplication of the church as more men and women discover that THEY have a calling from God to make disciples.

SEND

Isa 6:8  Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I. Send me!"
This is the ultimate goal of all our efforts. It is here the new believer begins himself making disciples.


Personal Evangelism 

During the school of leaders, the disciple has been taught to target the unsaved around him with the  “Prayer of 3” model. 

Three people covenant together for 30 days, praying about a specific list of names they want to share the gospel with. They are soaked in prayer for a month. Then, the gospel is shared one-on-one with everyone on the list, and the process of winning them begins

The plan is started to reach new converts, which the disciple now becomes responsible for as a “personal pastor”.


Starting your discipleship ministry (a Cell group)

A new cell group begins as the disciple now begins to teach others in a home/business/lifestyle setting. 


Participate in a missions outreach

A missions outreach is a good experience for every disciple. It will be an important addition to developing a heart for evangelism.

The Disciple has now become a personal pastor, and takes the role of helping another disciple through the whole process (the Road to Maturity.)  Some converts bear more fruit than others, and those that bear the most fruit become dedicated to making even more disciples on the Road to Maturity. 

· Although the disciple is now a leader, he maintains his accountability relationship with the personal pastor who has led him all this way. Ideally, the relationship becomes spiritual fathers to spiritual sons. 

· It should be the goal of every believer, to raise up a number of spiritual “sons” or “daughters” in his lifetime of ministry.  Just as Jesus taught 12 spiritual “sons” who were able to do His work, so we should set a goal of seeing at least 12 of our “sons” become fruitful disciple makers.

· In addition to the 56 week (13 month) discipleship plan detailed thus far, we envision adding an optional “School of Supernatural Ministry” to help fulfil the Five-Fold vision of the church. Areas of practical training  include:

· School of Pastors and Teachers

· School of Prophets

· School of Missions and Apostolic Ministry

· Church Planting

As our cell pastors and other leaders are faithful in making disciples and caring for sheep, we will begin to plant churches.  As a congregation, we will set apart those leaders that the Holy Spirit clearly blesses, and send them out in small teams to plant churches in other communities. We will equip and provide for these new works until they bear fruit and are self-sustaining.  Our vision is to raise up other congregations that will share our heart for apostolic ministry and themselves raise up men and women who will make disciples… that make disciples.

The Road to Maturity: Our vision to win the community.

Hab 2:2 says  Then the LORD replied: "Write down the revelation and make it plain on tablets so that a herald may run with it.  

This simple overview is designed to communicate the basic steps we are taking together on the Road to Maturity. As with most journeys, it seems very complicated and daunting at first. But as we take one step at a time, we will find it is really quite simple. As the Holy Spirit leads us, we will indeed make disciples… who make disciples.

As we work, let us remember the words of our Master,

Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore, you go and make 
