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PRE-ENCOUNTER CLASS

Week Six

Assignment

During the week ahead, please read these notes from today’s lesson. Answer the questions on the last page, and be sure to share your thoughts or questions with your Cell Pastor this week.  If you are going on an Encounter soon, be sure to be at the appropriate meeting to learn important details.

THE IMPORTANCE OF ENCOUNTERING GOD
You are now to the point in your new life in Christ where you are ready to encounter God in a very special way. You have made a decision to follow Him; you may have already taken the important step of being water-baptized; you are learning how to commune with the Father; and you have been instructed in the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Now it’s time to prepare yourself for a life-changing experience that we call the Encounter Retreat.

What is an Encounter?

An Encounter is a divine appointment with God. It is a specific time in your life when God “shows up” on your behalf. It is marked by His presence, His power, and His deliverance. When you encounter God, you are forever changed by the experience.

The Scriptures abound with many instances of individuals who had their own special encounters with God. Consider Jacob, who after wrestling with the angel at Peniel said, “I have seen God face to face” (Genesis 32:30). After that experience, Jacob’s very name was changed, noting the transforming power of his encounter, and he forever after walked with a limp as a reminder of the night he wrestled with the angel of the Lord. In the New Testament, person after person was radically changed as each came into contact with Jesus. Because of encountering Him, sick bodies were healed, tormented minds were set free, blind eyes were opened, and even the dead raised to life. There is truly no end to what can happen when a person encounters God.

Although God is the one who initiates the encounter, deciding the “when, where, and how” of it, you have an important part to play in the process. Your role is to make yourself available to God and to be willing to cooperate with Him in whatever He wishes to do in your life. Your attitude must be one of surrender, acknowledging Him as the potter who has the right to do with you whatever He chooses. If you will entrust yourself to Him, take the step of going on an Encounter, and maintain an open heart, you will have your own uniquely special experience with God. And just like all the people in the Bible, you will never be the same!

What are some barriers that might prevent me from having an encounter with God?

When you go on an Encounter, you must first prepare your heart so that you will be in the optimal position to receive everything that God has for you. Many things will pull at you and try to distract you from your purpose, but decide ahead of time that nothing will stop you from having your encounter with God. Listed below are a few of the things that you might need to deal with:

· Personal relationships—Sometimes those we love most, such as our families and friends, are our greatest hindrance in following God. You must determine to follow your Savior, no matter what (Matthew 16:24-25). You must give Him free rein to change you and mold you into His image without worrying about what others will think of you. You must put Him first, before all others (Mark 3:31-35, 10:29-30). When you go on your Encounter, therefore, lay aside all thoughts of those you are leaving at home. The Lord will take care of them as you turn your face towards Him. If you bring the problems of home or relationships with you into your Encounter, you will be distracted from what God wants to do in you.

· Personal plans and ambition—Are you going on this Encounter with an agenda of your own? Do you want God to work in your life, but only in certain areas and ways? Are you trying to dictate to God what to do and how to do it? To truly encounter the Lord, you must lay aside preconceived ideas of what God may or may not do. You have to die to yourself (John 12:24) and be open and transparent before Him. If you will do this, God will move in powerfully and accomplish the work He wants to do.

· Personal possessions—The things you own can mean too much to you. Every good thing you have was given to you by God (James 1:17), however, and He is more than able to take care of your things while you are away on an Encounter. The Word of God is clear. If you seek Him and His kingdom, He will take care of you and provide for your needs (Matthew 6:33). Nothing is so valuable as to be of more worth than encountering the living God.

What are the effects of an Encounter?

The effects of an Encounter are many and varied, depending on what God specifically does in your heart. You may experience a freedom that you’ve never known before, a new confidence in God’s love for you, a fresh baptism of the Holy Spirit, and boundless joy in the goodness of God. But whatever happens, we find that, in particular, many people experience the following changes:

· Repentance—(Psalm 51:3-4)—At the Encounter, most people will come face-to-face with their own sinfulness and need for forgiveness. All of us have sinned and need to periodically examine our hearts for any areas that are not pleasing to God. The Encounter provides the perfect time and place to get right with God in any way you need to. The repentance will be characterized by a change in life and attitude, not just by sorrow or emotional feelings of regret.

· New direction—(Matthew 4:18-20)—When Peter and Andrew, ordinary fishermen, encountered Jesus, their lives took a drastic new direction. They left behind all the old and familiar and launched out into the deep waters of following the Lord. It can be the same for you. The Encounter is an opportunity for you to start on a new course, no matter what your past has been like.

· Transformed character (Genesis 32:1-8, 27-28)——When Jacob had an encounter with the Lord, his relationship with his brother Esau changed. Even his very name changed. You will be forever changed in your innermost being if you will allow the Lord to have His way with you at the Encounter.

· Renewed love (John 21: 14-19)——In the New Testament, Peter boldly declared that he was willing to follow the Lord even to death, but as the story unfolds, He denies the Lord three times. Then after Jesus’ resurrection, Peter was restored and given a place of authority. He was given a second chance to prove Himself, and prove Himself he did as mightily evidenced in the book of Acts. God will give you a second chance, too. If you let Him have His way with you on the Encounter, you will find yourself falling in love with Him all over again, and you will be able to walk with the fire of your “first love” into the new path He has for you.

· Freedom and Deliverance.  What is deliverance? When we use the word deliverance, we are referring to action undertaken by God on our behalf to set us free from something. There are many examples in the New Testament where Jesus delivered people from the power of the devil. Some involved those who were literally demon-possessed (Luke 8:26-36), while others involved those who were oppressed with sickness, disease, or troubles (Matthew 9:20- 22). But whatever the condition, a person who had been bound by some torment was totally liberated when he encountered the mighty power of God.

Many people today have a mistaken idea concerning deliverance. Their view of it has been formed by movies and books that sensationalize graphic aspects of the process. Consequently, these people have become fearful even at the mention of the word deliverance. What they fail to realize is the end result of deliverance: a life set free to love and serve the living God.

When you go on your Encounter, you probably will experience deliverance of some kind. Everyone has areas of his life that need a freeing touch from the Lord. For most people, it is a quiet, internal thing, but some people do have more observable reactions. You can take confidence in the fact that those ministering to you on the Encounter have been trained and have experience in seeing the captives set free. No matter what happens, if you keep your heart fixed on Jesus and His purpose for you, you will not be distracted by what goes on around you.

As your Encounter Weekend unfolds, you will be taught the reasons why people become bound, the causes of curses and how to break them, the need for forgiveness to obtain deliverance, the role of rebellion and wrong words in bringing destruction, and many other such things. Your leaders will pray with and for you, and you will experience the freeing touch of the Lord in your life. So, get ready! You are indeed about to ENCOUNTER GOD!

What practical preparations should I make to get ready for my Encounter Weekend?

In the days preceding your Encounter, you will, of course, take care of those ordinary things that we all have to deal with. You will want to make sure that you leave your families on the right note. Leave your home in order, with all details taken care of. It is important that family members understand where you are going and why and are prepared to take care of themselves in your absence.

Ladies, see that your children will have proper supervision while you are gone. Clean the house and do the laundry. Make sure your husband and children have something to eat. You want to do whatever you can to make it easy for them while you are gone. Husbands, if you are the one going on the Encounter, leave your homes in order, too. Fill the car with gas, mow the grass, and tend to those little things that you’ve been meaning to get around to. The main idea is to leave home on a good note, with no room for the devil to plant a seed of resentment in your loved ones because you did not provide for them before leaving.

Most importantly, do not leave home angry with a family member. Resolve any problems before going on your Encounter so that you will be free to concentrate on what the Lord wants to do in you. You want to do everything within your power to make sure that you arrive at the retreat center free of worry, anxiety, or unresolved issues concerning your family.

Another point to make here deals with your employment. Make all arrangements at work sufficiently in advance. If you need to leave early, get permission. Be honest and upfront with your employer about where you are going and why. Most people are happy to work with you. If you have a difficult employer, don’t yield to the temptation to use deceit or manipulation to get what you want. Trust God to make a way for you at the right time in the right way as you conduct yourself in the right manner.

What things should I bring to the Encounter?

What you take on your Encounter will be covered in the brief mandatory Pre-Encounter meeting held Sunday Afternoon at the church the weekend before your Encounter. You will be told ahead of time what you will need. Generally speaking, you will want to bring your Bible, pen and paper, personal toiletries, casual clothing, and comfortable shoes.

Even more important than what you bring is what not to bring. You must  leave at home such things as Walkmans, games, cell phones, beepers, or anything else that might distract you from the purpose of the Encounter. Remember: You are not there for the purpose of entertainment. You have a divine appointment, and don’t let anything distract you from that purpose.

How do I prepare myself spiritually for the Encounter?

Even more important than the physical preparations you make are the spiritual ones necessary to ensure that you have a good Encounter. The most important thing you can do to get yourself ready is to consciously develop an attitude of openness and transparency before the Lord. In the days leading up to the Encounter, make a deliberate step of surrender to the Lord and whatever He wants to do. Ask the Holy Spirit to remove preconceived ideas from your mind and to enable you to go as an empty vessel waiting to be filled. Allow the Lord to stir up an expectancy in you that you will indeed encounter Him on your weekend.

Questions

1.
Why is it so important for everyone to go on an Encounter?

2.
Name someone from the Bible who encountered God, and describe his experience.

3.
What change do you hope to experience on your Encounter?

4.
What is deliverance, and why is it necessary?

5.
How should you prepare yourself for your Encounter Weekend?
