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PRE-ENCOUNTER CLASS

Week Five

Assignment

During the week ahead, please read these notes from today’s lesson. Answer the questions on the last page, and be sure to share your thoughts or questions with your Cell Pastor this week

THE POWER OF THE SCRIPTURES

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”              (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

WHAT IS THE BIBLE?

The English word Bible simply comes from the Greek word ‘biblia” which means ‘book’.

The Bible is God’s inspired, written Word to mankind. It reveals much about who God is, and His plan for your life. It is a foundation in the life of every Christian man or woman.

We should love the Word and follow its instructions as the captain of a ship adheres to his compass. The Bible is a great treasure as it contains the directions to life now and life eternal.  Every story, every word, and every experience in the bible has a meaning for you today.

By reading the Bible, learning it well, and knowing it’s words and stories, we grow in our understanding of God and gain knowledge of the Truth.

“Then said Jesus to those Jews who believed Him, ‘If you abide in My word, you are my disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32)

WHO WROTE THE BIBLE?

The Holy Spirit inspired some 40 men of God over approximately 1600 years of history to write the Bible. The Old Testament consists of 39 books written from 1500 BC to 400 BC.  The New Testament consists of 27 books written from 33 AD to 90 AD. 

WHY IS THE BIBLE IMPORTANT?

· The Bible has the power to reveal our hearts and transform our lives.

Heb 4:12-13 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 

· The Bible provides specific guidance you need.

Ps 119:105  Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.
· The Bible will preserve your life

Prov 4:20-22 My son, pay attention to what I say; listen closely to my words. Do not let them out of your sight, keep them within your heart; for they are life to those who find them and health to a man's whole body.

· The Bible’s contents are eternal.

Jesus said: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.”(Matthew 24:35)

The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands for ever.”(Isaiah 40:8)

· Spending time with the Bible is like hanging out with Jesus.  We learn to be like Him by being with Him. “Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say ‘Show us the Father?”’ John 14:8-9

· The Bible will lead you to life everlasting

John 5:24 "I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.

· We must not only know the Bible, we must DO what it says

“But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” (Matthew 7:26-27)

“Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the Lord your God, to observe carefully all His commandments which / command you….I will set you high above all nations of the earth. And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, because you obey the voice of the Lord your God.” (Deuteronomy 28:1-2)

1.Listen carefully to the voice of God on a daily basis.
2.Read it with a right attitude.
3.Meditate on it (undertake detailed study) 


4. Put its commands into practice. Just DO IT.

5. Communicate it and confess it. 
“For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” (Romans 10:10)

HOW TO STUDY THE WORD
Determine to maintain a real relationship with God through regular daily Bible study

A. Choose an appropriate place.

B. Make reading the Bible and studying it a habit.

C. Keep a devotional notebook in which you write every day: 

You might try to divide your “prime time” with God  into 3 sections:

• Talking with God. Pray. Share your heart, thoughts and needs with your Heavenly Father.

• Reading His Word. Determine to read a set number of chapters every day and memorize the texts God uses to speak to you directly.  It is good to read through books at a time, rather that jump around from book to book. You’ll understand the “story” better that way. Write down any questions you have so you can remember to ask your personal pastor later. 

• Thinking about it. Meditate on what you have read or learned. Write down what you think God is saying to you.

If we discover the secret of living in communion with God, we will find ‘heaven’s treasure’.

BENEFITS OF TIME IN GOD’S WORD

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
• It teaches (right thinking and sound understanding)

• It convicts (makes us aware of our pitfalls)

• It corrects (lead us to the right path)

• It instructs (shapes our character).

QUESTIONS 

1. What do we mean when we say the Bible is “God’s Word”?

2. Why should we read the Bible?

3. What are the benefits for the person who draws near the word?

