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PRE-ENCOUNTER CLASS

Week Four
Assignment

During the week ahead, please read these notes from today’s lesson. Answer the questions on the last page, and be sure to share your thoughts or questions with your Cell Pastor this week

THE BAPTISM IN THE HOLY SPIRIT

The purpose of this lesson is to help give you a clear and thorough understanding of the baptism in the Holy Spirit. Carefully read the Scripture references that teach about this experience. Any questions you have can be answered by your cell pastor.

What is the baptism in the Holy Spirit?

The baptism in the Holy Spirit is the fulfillment of Jesus’ words concerning the “promise of the Father” (Luke 24:49). It is a baptism not with water, but with God’s power! Jesus Christ gives us the Baptism in the Holy Spirit in order to have us manifest the kingdom of God in power through practical demonstration in your life. The Holy Spirit gives you the power to witness effectively, to resist sin and the devil, and to be all that God intended you to be in His kingdom.

The phrase baptism with the Holy Spirit means to be immersed in a relationship with the Holy Spirit. It is a distinct and separate act of God from being “baptized into Christ” (Galatians 3:27,1 Corinthians 12:13), which refers to your “born again” experience into the Body of Christ. The Holy Spirit baptizes you into Christ when you are born again, but Jesus baptizes you in the Holy Spirit. When this occurs, you are totally filled and surrounded by God.

What is speaking in tongues?

In Acts 2:1-4 on the Day of Pentecost, the followers of Christ were baptized with the Holy Spirit, receiving the fulfillment of Jesus’ command to wait in Jerusalem for this experience (Acts 1:4). When they were filled with the Holy Spirit, they began to speak in tongues. These tongues were not a language that they had learned, but a Spirit​ inspired language that came directly from God Himself. Tongues is a language from God to God (I Corinthians 14:2,4; Jude 20). Speaking in tongues strengthens the believer and is a physical evidence that someone has received the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

How does someone speak in tongues?

Many have raised questions about how someone speaks in tongues. First, you must understand that it is the Spirit of God that “gives the utterance.” In other words, the Holy Spirit gives you the words to say. You must speak them, but He is faithful to give them. Just as your mind tells you what to say when you want to speak, the Holy Spirit will also give you the words to say. However, you must be the one to speak the words.

When you speak, your voice box, tongue, lungs, and mouth all work together to form words. When this happens, the very words that you want to speak come out. The same things happen when you speak in tongues. Without your having to think about it, the Holy Spirit directs all your speaking faculties to speak the words of the Spirit. You will speak, but it is He who will tell you what to say.

In John 7:38-39, Jesus tells the disciples, “He that believes on Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water”  The Greek word for belly is defined as “the innermost part of a man; the soul; the heart as the seat of thought, feeling, and choice.” Imagine what Jesus meant when He said that out of your belly, rivers of living water would flow. The baptism in the Holy Spirit is a biblical experience that fulfills the desire that Jesus had for every believer to receive the power of God in his life.

Here are some things to remember:

· If you are saved, you have the person of the Holy Spirit (I Corinthians 3:16, Romans 8:9).

· The gift of the Holy Spirit is a promise for all who ask (Luke 11:11—13).

· Any believer may receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Joel 2:28-29).

· The Holy Spirit gives power to witness (Acts 1:8).

· The Holy Spirit helps us to pray (Romans 8:26).

· A person may be water baptized and saved but not yet be baptized in the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:14-16).

· Speaking in tongues is a sign, or evidence, of the baptism in the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:44-46).

· Some believers may receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit before they are baptized in water (Acts 10:46-48).

· The word baptize means “to put under” or “to cover.” When a person is baptized in the Holy Spirit, he is totally immersed, or enveloped, in the Spirit of God.

· Speaking in tongues is an experience that is common to all the New Testament examples of receiving the baptism in the Holy Spirit. When you speak in tongues, you speak to God and at the same time build up your inner man.

How to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit

This experience will certainly change your life! You may want to ask the Lord now to baptize you in the Holy Spirit. This may happen for you during the Encounter Weekend.  Ask your cell leader, friend, or pastor to pray with you to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

Steps to receiving the baptism in the Holy Spirit

1.
Remove all barriers. Sin, unforgiveness, doctrinal hang-ups, pride, or any unclean thing in you may block you from receiving. Confess your sin and renounce anything from your past that would hinder you from receiving the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

2.
Request. Jesus said that all we had to do is ask and we would receive. Tell the Lord that you want to be baptized in the Holy

Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues.

3.
Receive. Reach out by faith and take hold of this gift that God freely gives to all those who believe in Him. Don’t analyze it with your mind but allow your spirit to receive this gift. Worship the Lord, and keep your mind on Him.

4.
Release. By faith, stop praying in English (or your native language) and begin speaking in tongues. You may at first have

only a few words, but go ahead and speak those in faith, and others will follow. As you yield your tongue to the Spirit, you will begin to feel a wonderful release of worship. Peace and joy, two fruits of the Spirit, will flood you with a new sense of the presence of God. You will never be the same!

· Don’t allow your enemy, the devil, to confuse you later about your new experience in the Lord. He will certainly come to plant doubt in your mind and may tell you that it wasn’t God, but only you, praying  in tongues. Remember: He is the father of lies!

Grow in what God has given you, and allow your prayer language to develop as you use it in your daily prayer life. We recommend that you pray in tongues daily during a portion of your prayer time.

When you have experienced the Holy Spirit’s baptism, be sure to share this new experience with your cell leader. He or she will celebrate with you in this new experience and continue to encourage you in your walk with God.

Questions

1.
Have you received the baptism in the Holy Spirit since becoming a Christian?

2.
If you have already received this baptism, give an example of how your prayer language is building your faith.

3.
Describe how the power of the Holy Spirit has already affected your life.


4. If you have NOT yet received the baptism in the Holy Spirit,                     describe what you expect God to do during the encounter weekend?

