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                   PRE-ENCOUNTER CLASS

Week Three

A Friend of God- Developing a personal relationship with Jesus (Prime time, Prayer, etc)

Ways to lose out, Ways to grow, Prime Time.
RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

Now that you are a child of God and have taken the step of being water baptized, what’s next? You know you have a relationship with God as your Father, but do you really know what that means? As a son or daughter of God, you have the awesome privilege of actually getting to have communion with Him. That word simply means “common-union”. You are now very closely united with God in a unique relationship. You get to be a part of what God is doing, to share in His work here on the earth. It implies a close, intimate fellowship with the very God of the universe! Pretty mind-boggling, isn’t it?

God wants to have fellowship with you!

The all-powerful God of the universe desires to have a close, intimate relationship with you. He wants to be involved in all aspects of your life, and He wants you to willingly share your life with Him. He even made you in His image so that He could have fellowship with you. Because of His great love for you, He sent the Holy Spirit to dwell in you so that you could always have communion with Him (John 14:16-17).

Many Scriptures tell us how much God longs to have true intimacy with us. You might want to read some of them, such as Exodus 25:22, John 14:20-23, Revelation 3:20, and many more. But the point of all these verses is the fact that our God is so personal and interested in us that He wants to have an ongoing, vibrant relationship with us.

What is communion with God?

When the Bible talks about having communion with God, it is generally referring to the idea of a partnership. In other words, it is a reciprocal relationship between you and God. You give to Him, and He gives to you. He gives to you, and you give to Him. And so the relationship goes. Communion is not a one-sided relationship. By its very nature, it involves active sharing and give-and-take between the parties involved.

This is similar to what goes on in a healthy marriage. Each partner shares his life with the other. Each looks for ways to bless the other, to encourage, and to build up. And in the relationship, love is the motivating factor. You share with one another and partner together because you love each other, not because you “have to.” It’s not some kind of legalistic relationship, but one based on your love and commitment to each other.

When you have true communion with someone, you are interested in what interests him and vice versa. It’s the same in your relationship with God. If you desire communion with Him, you will want to involve yourself in those things that interest Him, and He in turn will involve Himself in your life (Matthew 6:33). Look below and see what kinds of things God wants you to be involved with:

•
Making disciples (Matthew 28:19-20)

•
Working in the harvest (I Corinthians 3:9)

•
Praying diligently and persistently (I Thessalonians 5:17)

•
Supporting the work of the Lord (Malachi 3:10, Galatians 6:6)

•
Maintaining a simple, heartfelt relationship with Him (Micah 6:8)

As you involve yourself in the Father’s business, He becomes involved in your affairs. Look at some of the things He does for you when you delight yourself in Him:

•     Provides for all your needs (Philippians 4:19)

•
Rewards you for your sacrifice (Mark 10:29)

•
Heals your body (Isaiah 53:4)

•
Forgives all your sins (Psalm 103:3)

•
Sets you free from the enemy (Luke 4:18-19)

•
Protects you (Proverbs 2:8)

•
Comforts you (II Corinthians 1:3-4)

•
Fights for you (Joshua 23:10-11)

•
Helps you in your weakness (Romans 8:26)

•
Gives you guidance and wisdom (James 1:5)

•
Fills you with peace (Isaiah 26:3)

Can I lose my relationship and communion with God?

In the beginning, God created man to have unbroken, intimate communion with Him. Man, however, through his disobedience in the Garden of Eden, forfeited his right to communion with God. But our gracious God provided a way for that communion to be restored when He sent His son Jesus to die on the cross for the sins of all mankind. You are born into God’s kingdom when you decide to follow Jesus, but you will not be able to sustain your new life in Him unless you learn how to have communion with Him. This is why it is so important to know what things can destroy your communion. A few are listed below:

•
Willfully continuing in sin—None of us is perfect, and we will all do something wrong from time to time. But the Holy Spirit will convict you of sin. That’s a “knowing” in your heart that you have done wrong. When the Holy Spirit convicts you, it is your responsibility as a child of God to respond. Quickly confess your wrongdoing, turn from it, and believe that you have received the Father’s forgiveness (I John 1:9). Then go on joyfully serving your God. However, if you willfully refuse to repent or if you make a conscious choice to continue in sin, you will break your fellowship with the Lord.

•
Harboring unforgiveness—A refusal to forgive those who have hurt you can also hinder your ability to have communion with God. The Scriptures are clear in commanding us to forgive (Matthew 6:14-15, 18:21-22; Colossians 3:13). Forgiveness is a decision you make to release someone who has sinned against you. It is not based on emotion, but rather is a conscious decision of your will to extend to others the same forgiveness that God extended to you. Refusing to forgive will lead to bitterness and destruction in your life, as well as cutting off your fellowship with God.

•
Being overly involved in the affairs of the world—Although you have to live in this world, you are not to be part of it (John 17:6). As a Christian, you must guard your heart and the things that pull at you for attention. If you spend all your time in worldly pursuits and pleasures, seeking only to entertain yourself and others, you will soon notice a distance between you and God. Your mind and heart will become dull to the things of God, and you won’t be aware of His presence in your life. If you find that God seems far away and you can’t hear His voice, check yourself and see if maybe you have let yourself become too involved in earthly pleasures.

What can I do to maintain communion with God?

There are many things you can do to make sure you keep the channel open between yourself and God. Just a few of them are listed below:

•
Meditate on God and all He has done—Psalm 63:6, 143:5

•
Make prayer a regular part of your life—I Thessalonians 5:17

•
Cultivate an attitude of gratitude—Philippians 4:4

•
Maintain fellowship with other believers—Hebrews 10:25

•
Participate in the Lord’s Supper—I Corinthians 10:16

Communion with God is the greatest privilege of the believer. As you grow in your ability to spend time with Him, you will find yourself craving communion with Him more and more. You will move beyond a narrow, legalistic view of God into a knowledge of Him as Father and Friend. You will be forever changed from “glory to glory” as you revel in the awesome presence of a loving Heavenly Father who longs to have communion with you. So make a commitment today to learn how to draw near to God in that secret place where sweet communion awaits.

Questions

1.
What does it mean to have communion with God?

2.
What are the three things that block fellowship with God?

3.
List some of the ways to keep intimate communion with the Father.

