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PRE-ENCOUNTER CLASS

Week Two
Assignment

During the week ahead, please read these notes from today’s lesson. Answer the questions on the last page, and be sure to share your answers with your cell pastor this week.  
If you would like to be baptized or rebaptized, be sure to tell your personal (cell) pastor.  For those attending an Encounter weekend soon, we always have baptism services on the Sunday night following an Encounter.

WATER BAPTISM

As a new Christian, it is very important to take steps that help you to identify with Christ in every area of your life. One of the first steps a new Christian should take is to be water baptized. In the New Testament, this was the most powerful way that new believers identified with Christ. Baptism is an act of worship through which believers express their faith and commitment to the Lord. “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit...” (Matthew 28:19).

What does it mean?

The word baptism means “the process of immersion or submersion,” or “to be fully wet.” In the Scriptures, we read that the Ethiopian eunuch was immersed by Philip. ..... Then both Phillip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him” (Acts 8:38). In baptism, the immersion of the believer symbolizes his death to sin and his resurrection to the new life he now has in Christ. The believer outwardly affirms the inward commitment he has made to Jesus Christ as the Lord of his life.  In effect, by being baptized, you are saying “My old life is over. I died, but now I am alive again because of Jesus.”  It is important that we truly understand and let the people around us know that now our life belongs to Christ.

All Christians need to be water baptized. Jesus stressed its importance through His own example. Even though He was without sin, He submitted Himself to baptism. “Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John...” (Matthew 3:13-16). It is not necessary for you to be water baptized in order for you to be a Christian. The Bible says, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves; it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). However, baptism is an important step in the life of the new believer. It is a decision of the will and an act of obedience in following Christ.

An identity with Christ

Your entrance into the water during baptism identifies you with Christ’s death on the cross and His burial in the tomb. When you come out of

      the water, you identify with His resurrection from the dead. Jesus freely chose to die in your place, so you must willingly enter into the waters of baptism to rise in newness of life.

The Bible says, “Or don‘t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father we too may live a new life. If we have been united with Him like this in His death, we will certainly also be united with Him in His resurrection” (Romans 6:3-5).
A reference point

You can look back to your water baptism as the moment when you publicly declared your faith in Christ. This reference point will always remind you that you began your Christian life with a clear conscience before God. “And this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. . .“ (I Peter 3:21).

A new nature

Water baptism confirms the fact that your old sin nature has been crucified and that you have put on a new, godly nature. You have made a new commitment to serve Jesus, and you have separated yourself from your old sinful lifestyle.

When should you be water baptized?

After you repent—That means after you turn away from sin and decide to follow Jesus.

After you believe—That means after you completely trust in Christ’s death and resurrection for your salvation.

Many times people who were baptized as a child feel the need to be rebaptized when they really make a true commitment to change, die to their old life, and live anew in Christ.  We encourage you to be rebaptized if you are walking as a new man or woman.

Who can baptize?

According to Scripture, any believer in Christ can baptize you in water. It may be your pastor, cell leader, or whomever your leaders feel is the right person.  Talk to the person who has been helping lead you (your cell leader, personal pastor, or friend) and ask him to help you arrange the right time to be water baptized. 
If you’ve accepted Christ and have truly turned toward Him, you will need to follow Him in water baptism.  This may happen before, or immediately after the Encounter Weekend.

Questions

1.
What does water baptism mean to you?

2.
Why is water baptism a benefit to your Christian walk?

3.
When were you baptized, or when will you be baptized?

Be sure to share your answers and any questions you may have with your Cell pastor this week!
