Pre Encounter Class
Week Six- Encountering God
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ENCOUNTERING  GOD
(While what I say today applies generally to everyone, I want to speak especially to those going on Encounter Retreat.)

Many of you are now to the point in your new life in Christ where you are ready to encounter God in a very special way. You have made a decision to follow Him; you may have already taken the important step of being water-baptized; you are learning how to commune with the Father; and you have been instructed in the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Now it’s time to prepare yourself for a life-changing experience that we call the Encounter Retreat.
What is an Encounter?

An Encounter is a divine appointment with God. It is a specific time in your life when God “shows up” on your behalf. It is marked by His presence, His power, and His deliverance. When you encounter God, you are forever changed by the experience.

Although God is the one who initiates the encounter, deciding the “when, where, and how” of it, you have an important part to play in the process. Your role is to make yourself available to God and to be willing to cooperate with Him in whatever He wishes to do in your life. Your attitude must be one of surrender, acknowledging Him as the potter who has the right to do with you whatever He chooses. If you will entrust yourself to Him, take the step of going on an Encounter, and maintain an open heart, you will have your own uniquely special experience with God. And just like all the people in the Bible, you will never be the same!
(Personal examples?)
There have been times in my life when I had an Encounter with God that was totally unexpected. When I awakened that morning I had no idea I would Encounter God’s presence that day, but when I went to sleep that night, I was forever changed by the unexpected Encounter. 

Other Times, I have felt directed to set aside a specific time and place to meet with God, and God met me just as if we had an appointment..
The Scriptures abound with many instances of individuals who had their own special encounters with God. 

Consider Jacob, who after wrestling with the angel at Peniel said, “I have seen God face to face” (Genesis 32:30). After that experience, Jacob’s very name was changed, noting the transforming power of his encounter, and he forever after walked with a limp as a reminder of the night he wrestled with the angel of the Lord. 
In the New Testament, person after person was radically changed as each came into contact with Jesus. Because of encountering Him, sick bodies were healed, tormented minds were set free, blind eyes were opened, and even the dead raised to life. There is truly no end to what can happen when a person encounters God.

It has been said that, “a man with an experience is never at the mercy of a man with an argument.” It is very true. What you experience from God can never be taken away or argued away!

Men who God uses to greatly make disciples have one thing in common: An encounter with God.  They have experienced his presence in a tangible, personal way. 
They have been empowered by the spirit, have had their destiny revealed (they know who they are), and they KNOW God is with them. (God has revealed his acceptance and favor.)

Dan 11:32  the people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits.

When you encounter God, you know him in new ways..

History demonstrates this clearly.  Example: Wesley’ Strangly warmed..
Example:  Whitefield “I thirst”  Example: Finney “waves of electricity and love”

We also need to have an encounter with God. In fact we need encounters with God
· Jesus begin his own ministry of making disciples with an encounter.  
· Jesus had an encounter with the Holy Spirit.
Luke 3:21-22

21
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened

22
and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased."

Jesus had an encounter with the Holy Spirit. The Holy spirit came upon him, declared who he was, and declared God’s acceptance and pleasure in him.

The early disciples ENCOUNTERED the supernatural God. 

Peter said in Acts 2:32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.

Because they had an encounter, the disciples were all transformed.  When these ignorant fishermen came into town the leaders trembled that “those men who have turned the world upside down have come here also.”   They all gladly faced death for the Gospel’s sake.

Like the men of Hebrews 11 they confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims here on earth. This world was not their home, they were only passing through.

Paul encountered the risen Christ on the road to Damascus. Everything about him changed. He had an experience with God, not just a theology, but an experience! His life demonstrated it. He was not afraid to die, and was unwilling to hold on to his life and the finer things of it.  He was beaten repeatedly till his back was in shreds. He was lied about, plotted against, rejected by his countrymen, cast into filthy prisons, forgotten by his friends…  and lost his head to Nero’s sword.  You don’t do that because of arguments or ideas, but only because of personal experience.

Moses was transformed by an encounter with God in the desert. He was insecure, had a stutter, and was 80 years old. But when he had an Encounter with God, he became the man of God.  It was not that Moses was smarter or more gifted, he simply encountered the living God.

We must seek him to Encounter his presence, and remove every barrier that might prevent it.  “Seek him while he may be found.”  “He is a rewarder of those that diligently seek him"
What are some barriers that might prevent me from having an encounter with God?

When you go on an Encounter, you must first prepare your heart so that you will be in the optimal position to receive everything that God has for you. Many things will pull at you and try to distract you from your purpose, but decide ahead of time that nothing will stop you from having your encounter with God. Listed below are a few of the things that you might need to deal with:

· Personal relationships—Sometimes those we love most, such as our families and friends, are our greatest hindrance in following God. You must determine to follow your Savior, no matter what (Matthew 16:24-25). You must give Him free rein to change you and mold you into His image without worrying about what others will think of you. You must put Him first, before all others (Mark 3:31-35, 10:29-30). When you go on your Encounter, therefore, lay aside all thoughts of those you are leaving at home. The Lord will take care of them as you turn your face towards Him. If you bring the problems of home or relationships with you into your Encounter, you will be distracted from what God wants to do in you.

· Personal plans and ambition—Are you going on this Encounter with an agenda of your own? Do you want God to work in your life, but only in certain areas and ways? Are you trying to dictate to God what to do and how to do it? To truly encounter the Lord, you must lay aside preconceived ideas of what God may or may not do. You have to die to yourself (John 12:24) and be open and transparent before Him. If you will do this, God will move in powerfully and accomplish the work He wants to do.

· Personal possessions—The things you own can mean too much to you. Every good thing you have was given to you by God (James 1:17), however, and He is more than able to take care of your things while you are away on an Encounter. The Word of God is clear. If you seek Him and His kingdom, He will take care of you and provide for your needs (Matthew 6:33). Nothing is so valuable as to be of more worth than encountering the living God.

What are the effects of an Encounter?

The effects of an Encounter are many and varied, depending on what God specifically does in your heart. You may experience a freedom that you’ve never known before, a new confidence in God’s love for you, a fresh baptism of the Holy Spirit, and boundless joy in the goodness of God. But whatever happens, we find that, in particular, many people experience the following changes:

· Repentance—(Psalm 51:3-4)—At the Encounter, most people will come face-to-face with their own sinfulness and need for forgiveness. All of us have sinned and need to periodically examine our hearts for any areas that are not pleasing to God. The Encounter provides the perfect time and place to get right with God in any way you need to. The repentance will be characterized by a change in life and attitude, not just by sorrow or emotional feelings of regret.

· New direction—(Matthew 4:18-20)—When Peter and Andrew, ordinary fishermen, encountered Jesus, their lives took a drastic new direction. They left behind all the old and familiar and launched out into the deep waters of following the Lord. It can be the same for you. The Encounter is an opportunity for you to start on a new course, no matter what your past has been like.

· Transformed character (Genesis 32:1-8, 27-28)——When Jacob had an encounter with the Lord, his relationship with his brother Esau changed. Even his very name changed. You will be forever changed in your innermost being if you will allow the Lord to have His way with you at the Encounter.

· Renewed love (John 21: 14-19)——In the New Testament, Peter boldly declared that he was willing to follow the Lord even to death, but as the story unfolds, He denies the Lord three times. Then after Jesus’ resurrection, Peter was restored and given a place of authority. He was given a second chance to prove Himself, and prove Himself he did as mightily evidenced in the book of Acts. God will give you a second chance, too. If you let Him have His way with you on the Encounter, you will find yourself falling in love with Him all over again, and you will be able to walk with the fire of your “first love” into the new path He has for you.

· Freedom and Deliverance

What is deliverance, and will I experience it on the Encounter?

When we use the word deliverance, we are referring to action undertaken by God on our behalf to set us free from something. There are many examples in the New Testament where Jesus delivered people from the power of the devil. Some involved those who were literally demon-possessed (Luke 8:26-36), while others involved those who were oppressed with sickness, disease, or troubles (Matthew 9:20- 22). But whatever the condition, a person who had been bound by some torment was totally liberated when he encountered the mighty power of God.

Many people today have a mistaken idea concerning deliverance. Their view of it has been formed by movies and books that sensationalize graphic aspects of the process. Consequently, these people have become fearful even at the mention of the word deliverance. What they fail to realize is the end result of deliverance: a life set free to love and serve the living God.

When you get into God’s presence, especially on an Encounter, you probably will experience deliverance of some kind. Everyone has areas of his life that need a freeing touch from the Lord. For most people, it is a quiet, internal thing, but some people do have more observable reactions. You can take confidence in the fact that those ministering to you on the Encounter have been trained and have experience in seeing the captives set free. No matter what happens, if you keep your heart fixed on Jesus and His purpose for you, you will not be distracted by what goes on around you.

DELIVERANCE

“Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed in Him ‘If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. John 8:31-32

Luke 4:18-19"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."

What kind of freedom from prisons and chains is Jesus talking about? When he says he releases the oppressed, what does he mean? 

As a result of sin in the world, people are hurt, wounded, and have all manner of bondages and chains in their lives.   Especially when we allow sin in our life, bondages, curses, and strongholds will arise, affecting the whole human life. “. . .may your whole spirit, soul and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Thessalonians 5:23 shows three areas that the enemy tries to control, dominate and enslave.

1.Spirit – The enemy blinds human spirits to keep them in darkness. “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them” (2 Corinthians 4:4).

Man often thinks he is serving God and does not realize that he is actually displeasing him... 

2. Soul - the worst wounds that mankind suffer are afflicted in the soul and their main cause is rejection. Jesus suffered rejection on the cross of Calvary, so that we would be accepted by God through Him. Only through Jesus can the soul’s wounds be healed.
3.Body - The enemy has attacked mankind with all types of sicknesses and deformities. Whoever rejects God exposes himself to suffer the consequences of sin with all kinds of sicknesses and curses.
4. Finances - with poverty and ruin. Moses said: And you will grope at noonday, as a blind man gropes in darkness; you shall not prosper in your ways; you shall be only oppressed and plundered continually, and no one shall save you Your ox shall be slaughtered before your eyes, but you shall not eat of it; your donkey shall be taken away from before you and shall not be restored to you; your sheep shall be given to your enemies, and you shall have no one to rescue them.” Deuteronomy 28:29, 31

THE PROVISION OF GOD
We are freed by the power of the cross. Jesus brought all our curses to it, as it is written in Galatians 3:13, “Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us 
On the cross He reversed the curse and has now the right to deliver us. The death of Christ became our death; it is there that all our debts were cancelled. All the rage and anger of Satan were crushed by the power of Jesus. The cross alone can set man free from slavery to sin, Satan’s oppression and the consequences of the curse. The cross sets man free and enables him to walk the path of blessing. Paul said: “For the message of the cross is foolish​ness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”

The cross delivers us from:

•Sin - Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

• Demonic bondages - Luke declares “how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, and who went around doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. “Acts 10:38

• Ruin - the psalmist declares that God “sent His word and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.” Psalm 107:20

• Affliction - Isaiah 63:9 says: “In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the angel of His presence saved them: in His love and in His pity He redeemed them; and He bore them, and carried them all the days of old.”

As your Encounter Weekend unfolds, you will be taught the reasons why people become bound, the causes of curses and how to break them, the need for forgiveness to obtain deliverance, the role of rebellion and wrong words in bringing destruction, and many other such things. Your leaders will pray with and for you, and you will experience the freeing touch of the Lord in your life. So, get ready! You are indeed about to ENCOUNTER GOD!
YOU CAN PREPARE YOURSELF FOR DELIVERANCE

a. Desire to live in freedom. God is willing to deliver us. He gave us the means to be delivered in Christ, but man has to desire it with his own will. Matthew 11:28-30 says: “Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”

b. Identify the causes for the bondages. Psalm 139: 23,24 says: “Search me, 0 God, and know my heart; Try me, and know my anxieties; and see if there is any wicked way in me, And lead me in the way everlasting.”

c. Repentance and confession of sins. Deliverance is not a substitute for repentance. Because of sin, Satan has legal rights. Those legal rights will only be made void by repentance and when the person renounces his sinful life. “I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.” (Luke 13:3)

d. Faith.  Hebrews 11:6 says: “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”

e. Take hold of the truth. “Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.” (John 8:36)

f. Prayer and fasting. “However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.” (Matthew 17:21)

The deliverance is complete when the person feels that the oppression of past curses no longer hold him, when vices do not dominate him, when there is deliverance from the sin of his forefathers, and when he feels that the fullness of God is flowing freely through his life.

Prepare yourself for the Encounter weekend!
Meeting Times are: 
