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God is a talking God.

Let there be…
From the beginning he spoke, and creation happened.  God always has something to say.

He will speak to the heart that listens.

His greatest gift, apart from His son and the Holy Spirit, is the fact that he has used men throughout the ages to preserve the sure and certain things God has spoken, so that those who have not known his voice can learn to know it and become familiar with him.

We call written word of God scriptures.

 “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

The volume of scripture we have received from God is something we call THE BIBLE. The English word Bible simply comes from the Greek word ‘biblia” which means ‘book’.

The Bible is God’s inspired, written Word to mankind. It reveals much about who God is, and His plan for your life. It is a foundation in the life of every Christian man or woman.

We should love the Word and follow its instructions as the captain of a ship adheres to his compass. The Bible contains the directions and paths to life now and life eternal.  Every story, every word, and every experience in the bible has a meaning for you today.

“Then said Jesus to those Jews who believed Him, ‘If you abide in My word, you are my disciples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32) 
By reading the Bible, learning it well, and knowing it’s words and stories, we grow in our understanding of God and gain knowledge of the Truth. It is the pursuit of a lifetime.
How did we get the Bible?

The Holy Spirit “inspired” some 40 men of God over approximately 1600 years of history to write the Bible. 

When we say God “inspired” men, we don’t mean he gave them a good idea.

Inspiration is a theological term which expresses the truth that the Bible is God's "Very" word right from His mouth.

      2 Tim. 3:16 "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness."

 The word "inspiration" literally means, "God breathed." The Greek word is "theopneutos", which means "theo"= God, and "pneutos"= breathed. The verse is saying God breathed on the writers of the Bible and they wrote His Very Word. Some were aware of it at the time, others may not have been. 

Peter, writing in 2 Peter 3:16 specifically refers to Paul’s letters as scripture. Paul was writing at the same time Peter was, and recognized God was breathing through Paul in the same way God had breathed through Moses.

God divinely controlled the writing of the Bible so that every word that was written was exactly the way He wanted to use it.

Can you imagine what would happen if you took over 40 people of various occupations from three continents and over a 1600-year time span and ask

them to write about the keys to a successful life? How diverse would their views be?

Would it be amazing if they actually agreed?

This is the amazing thing about the Bible:

It was written in three languages, was written on three continents: Africa, Asia and Europe, was written over a period of about 1600 years, 40 authors with diverse backgrounds wrote it: kings, shepherds, prophets, fisherman, doctors and tax collectors.

And the amazing thing is that it is all UNIFIED IN AGREEMENT.
We often divide it up into what we call the OT and the NT.

The Old Testament consists of 39 books written from 1500 BC to 400 BC.  

Mostly written in Hebrew, a little Aramaic, and a section of Daniel in Caldean.   

The ancient followers of God divided the OT into 3 parts.. the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings. (explain)

When Jesus speaks of the law and the prophets, he is specifically referring to this OT work.

How do we know these OT books are inspired of God? How do we know which ones are the right books?   It’s really pretty simple.  

Jesus honored them. He quoted them over and over. He and his disciples clearly considered them authentic.  Almost every NT writer quotes or refers to the OT scriptures.

The most popular collection in Jesus day was a Greek translation called the Septuagint. It was used and considered authoritative. We have multiple copies of that that survive to this day.  

The New Testament consists of 27 books written from 33 AD to 90 AD. 

Matthew probably was the first.  Paul’s letter to the Galatians was pretty early as well.

For the Early Christians, the Gospels and what they called the letters and “Memoirs of the Apostles” were a great treasure.  You were lucky if you got to actually read 2 or three in your lifetime. 

Letters from the first apostles were circulated among churches, sometimes just part of an letter. 

These letters and writings were copied again and again and scattered throughout the known world. Within a few years after the death of the Apostle John it’s clear that there were 27 books the Christian world held in special esteem. We know this because we know which books the early church fathers quoted in their writings!

But during the councils of the church in the 3rd  and 4th centuries Christian leaders who had survived the worst years of horror and persecution gathered together from across the world. They discovered something amazing… They overwhelmingly agreed on which writings were NT scripture.

We know of 317 books written by the early church leaders that became scattered across the world. 

But when the great persecutions ended, the Church prevailed and these men of different languages, cultures and traditions got together for a council, they immediately witnessed the spirit so strongly together that there was really only serious discussion on 7 books! . Of 317 works, amazingly 280 works had universally rejected by all. There was universal acceptance on 20 of the 27. A scant few worried about the book Hebrews, because it doesn’t mention the author.  Revelation was a concern to a couple because it was hard to understand.  However, these debates were easily enough resolved and most of those that questioned, didn’t do so strongly.  A handful of other books that a couple of leaders liked that were not accepted by the vast majority. Barnabas. Shepherd of Hermas

But think about this a minute: Christian men of different languages, countries cultures and traditions, who had never met each other got together, from around the world they immediately realized God had guided them all independently to obviously accept 27 books as God’s word to the Church.   THAT IS A MIRACLE. 

In churches today, Christians can’t even agree on carpet color!

They called it the “Textus receptus”… the received text.  They recognized the obvious truth of God’s word. These men declared they weren’t “deciding” or choosing what books were the bible. The merely said “God has obviously already chosen”. “These are the words we have received from God’s hand. We simply acknowledge the fact that they are inspired.

And THAT is how we got our Bible.

Perhaps you’ve heard those who claim the Bible can’t be trusted.
When I was a fairly new Christian, I was watching PBS one evening ..There was a discussion about the Bible and specifically the book of Daniel… 

They interviewed a man “Dr so and so or such and such University” and said he was an “expert Bible historian”.   He declared flatly “Well of course we have proven that the Book of Daniel was, in fact, written hundreds of years after Daniel’s death. Science has proven it could not possibly have been written during Daniel’s lifetime, so we suspect the character Daniel was invented by later generations of Hebrews…”

I was disturbed.  How did they know that? How could they have proven Daniel didn’t write the book? If they proved that, then the Bible was a lie!  So I set out to discover HOW they had proven such a thing.

(Explain what I discovered.)

The book of Daniel contains detailed prophecies. In Daniel, an angel appears to the prophet and tells him about a great King who will arise out of Greece to conquer the world. This greek king would defeat the Medo-persian empire. But at the height of his victory the king would die young, and his empire would be divided into 4 provinces.

This is exactly what happened. Alexander the great from Greece arose years later, conquered the Medo Persians, died young, and his empire was divided four was.

So the so-called- bible history experts said “Well.. since Daniel describes exactly what happened, we assume the book must have been written AFTER Alexander the Great.” In Their thinking, it’s impossible for someone to actually have written a prophecy from an angel, so that’s how they “prove” when it was written.

They are ASSUMING that there is no such thing as God, or the supernatural, or angels, or prophets, so that’s how they PROVE it’s not real.  

Except they don’t tell you THAT.

There will ALWAYS be men who want to believe the Bible can’t be true. Because if it is true, they have an obligation to obey God. They have an agenda!

For every “expert” who denies the authenticity of scripture, you’ll find 5 with impeccable academic credentials who recognize the obvious.  The fact is, the Bible is the most historically proven reliable book on earth.

The Bible we have today is the same scriptures used by the early church. How do we know it? . 
Jesus: Not one dot or the slightest stroke of the pen
For the New Testament we have close to 6,000 Greek manuscripts and manuscript portions, 10,000 Latin Vulgate, 9,300 other versions, plus 36,000 quotations of the New Testament in other first, second, third Century documents.. So many that that all but a few verses of the entire New Testament could be reconstructed from these alone. 

On the rare occasion where once copy has a section missing, we have others that have survived to give us the full picture.
The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947 authenticated manuscript accuracy of the Old Testament. The Dead Sea Scrolls, written in the original Hebrew language dating back to 200 B.C., contained fragments of every Old Testament book with the exception of Esther. These fragments confirmed the accuracy of the later translations made.

     The biblical record is meticulously accurate. 

There have been many archaeological finds that add to the Bible’s historical

trustworthiness.

For years, most all modern archaeologists agreed that even though the Bible mentioned a group of people called the Hittites (Genesis 23:10), there really was no such group. 

Then in the late 1800s tremendous discoveries were found that matched the Biblical record.

For years, it was assumed by liberal theologians that Moses could not have been the author of the first five books of the OT because writing was not in existence at that time or if it was, it was used sparingly. This led to theologians coming up with many theories of how the first five books were possibly put together. Then the Black Stele

was discovered that contained the laws of Hammurabi, which was at least 300 years before the time of Moses 

· Main reason we know the authority of scripture: No Book has the history of changed lives.
· The Bible is the most thoroughly scrutinized, most researched, most proven, and most accurate book on earth today. You can trust every word written in it.
The Bible has the power to reveal our hearts and transform our lives.
Heb 4:12-13 For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 

The Bible provides specific guidance you need.

Ps 119:105  Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.
The Bible will preserve your life

Prov 4:20-22 My son, pay attention to what I say; listen closely to my words. Do not let them out of your sight, keep them within your heart; for they are life to those who find them and health to a man's whole body.

The Bible will keep you from Sin and destruction

Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.  (Ps. 119:11)
The Bible’s contents are eternal.

Jesus said: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.”(Matthew 24:35)

The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands for ever.”(Isaiah 40:8)

Spending time with the Bible is like hanging out with Jesus.  We learn to be like Him by being with Him. “Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say ‘Show us the Father?”’ John 14:8-9

The Bible will lead you to life everlasting

John 5:24 "I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.

We should be devoted to the scripture

After Jesus ascended into heaven, the Holy Spirit filled the disciples and the church began to grow by the thousands. What did the people do? “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” (Acts 2:42).

 “Devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching” (1 Timothy 4:13).

We must not only know the Bible, we must DO what it says

“But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.” (Matthew 7:26-27)

“Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the Lord your God, to observe carefully all His commandments which / command you….I will set you high above all nations of the earth. And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, because you obey the voice of the Lord your God.” (Deuteronomy 28:1-2)

HOW TO DRAW NEAR TO THE WORD
1.Listen carefully to the voice of God on a daily basis.
2.Read it with a right attitude.
3.Meditate on it (undertake detailed study) 


4. Put its commands into practice. 

5. Communicate it and confess it. 
“For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” (Romans 10:10)

HOW TO STUDY THE WORD

Determine to maintain a real relationship with God through regular daily Bible study

A. Choose an appropriate place.

B. Make reading the Bible and studying it a habit.

C. Keep a devotional notebook in which you write every day: 

You might try to divide your “prime time” with God  into 3 sections:
• Talking with God. Pray. Share your heart, thoughts and needs with your Heavenly Father.

•Reading His Word. Determine to read a set number of chapters every day and memorize the texts God uses to speak to you directly.  It is good to read through books at a time, rather that jump around from book to book. You’ll understand the “story” better that way. Write down any questions you have so you can remember to ask your personal pastor later. 

•Think about it. Meditate on what you have read or learned. Write down what you think God is saying to you.

If we discover the secret of living in communion with God, we will find ‘heaven’s treasure’.

BENEFITS OF TIME IN GOD’S WORD

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
• It teaches (right thinking and sound understanding)

• It convicts (makes us aware of our pitfalls)

• It corrects (lead us to the right path)

• It instructs (shapes our character).

Spoken word verses written word

"For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book." (Rev. 22:18-19).

God speaks to us, but the final rule is the written scripture we have received.
