Pre Encounter Class  Lesson 3

Relationship With God              
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Now that you are a child of God and have taken the step of being water baptized, what’s next? You know you have a relationship with God as your Father, but do you really know what that means? As a son or daughter of God, you have the awesome privilege of actually getting to have communion with Him. 

What is communion?  That word simply means “common-union”. 

When we take the bread and drink the wine, it’s not just a religious ritual!

It has great significance.

We are united with Christ in his death and resurrection, and we are united with one another in Christ. 

I Jn 1:7
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.
We are all ONE body… HIS body. That’s something to celebrate. His blood has cleansed us!

We need to recognize this and “discern” the body of Christ.

You are now very closely united with God in a unique relationship. You get to be a part of what God is doing, to share in His work here on the earth. It implies a close, intimate fellowship with the very God of the universe! Pretty mind-boggling, isn’t it?

God wants to have fellowship with you!

The all-powerful God of the universe desires to have a close, intimate relationship with you. He wants to be involved in all aspects of your life, and He wants you to willingly share your life with Him. He even made you in His image so that He could have fellowship with you. 
God created man for four basic purposes:
1) to have fellowship with God,

He walked in the cool of the day with God.  He was his friend. Made in his image, man was a reflection of God, and God especially loved him.

2) to cultivate God’s Garden

Man was created to work in the special garden God had created. Man’s labors were to make the garden more fruitful. It was perfection, but man still had a job to do.

3) to be fruitful and multiply, 

It was not enough that man was. He was to produce more of his own kind. He was to raise up offspring that would be pleasing to God.

4) to rule over all the earth and all that is in it. 

When the man and woman ate the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and evil, there were three immediate results manifested in man.

#1   Their gaze turned inward. Noticed his nakedness

People became self-aware and self centered.  Interestingly, the tree of knowledge of good and evil was in the CENTER of the garden. Man has been self centered ever since.

He suddenly felt inadequate. Uncovered. Naked. Insecure. So he examined himself more and more and liked what he saw less and less. Till finally, he covered himself with leaves.  Man became consumed with himself and meeting his own needs. 

Man has become fundamentally selfish.

#2   Man became afraid.

10
And he said, "I heard the sound of Thee in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself."

Man is driven by his fears. You want to know who works like a Dog to become rich? The man who fears a life of poverty.  

Our fears become Gods to us.  If we fear rejection, acceptance becomes our God. If we fear criticism, praise becomes our God… if we fear failure, success becomes our God.

#3 result of the fall: As an immediate result of the fall man also began to ACCUSE.

Man found someone else to BLAME 

“It was the woman you gave me.”    “It was the serpent YOU placed in the garden”

Have you noticed we have become a society of victims?  Everyone wants to blame everyone else. 

My parents did this or that to me. And that’s why I have the problems I have.

We don’t call things sin anymore. Alcoholism is now a disease.  It’s the only disease that becomes immediately cured by stranding a man on a desert island… but it’s a disease.

#4 result of the fall: Worst of all, man’s “eyes were opened”. Suddenly he became “wise”. He had a concept of Good and evil. He knew right and wrong. Except… these concepts were all rooted in his fallen nature
But man fell and gave authority over to Satan. As a result, man was separated from ALL 4 of his purposes for being created..

1.   He could not have fellowship with God. He was separated by his sin.

2   He could not work in God’s garden. He was cast out. 

3   He could multiply, but the fruit he bore was only wickedness. The children that came forth on the earth were son’s of darkness. 

4   By obeying Satan, he made satan his lord, and crowned him “the god of this world”. Satan took the dominion Adam gave over to him.

Eph 2:4-6

4
But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,

5
even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

6
and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

So the son of man came to seek and to save that which was lost…Jesus redeemed us.

Col 1:20-23

20
and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

21
Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior.

22
But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation--

23
if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel. 

Because of His great love for you, He sent the Holy Spirit to dwell in you so that you could always have communion with Him 

Many Scriptures tell us how much God longs to have true intimacy with us. 

What is communion with God?

When the Bible talks about having communion with God, it is generally referring to the idea of a partnership. In other words, it is a reciprocal relationship between you and God. You give to Him, and He gives to you. He gives to you, and you give to Him. And so the relationship goes. Communion is not a one-sided relationship. By its very nature, it involves active sharing and give-and-take between the parties involved.

You talk with him, he talks with you.  You pray, and also listen!

(Talking is intimacy… How could you be intimate with someone if you don’t communicate!)
This is similar to what goes on in a healthy marriage. 

Each partner shares his life with the other. Each looks for ways to bless the other, to encourage, and to build up. And in the relationship, love is the motivating factor. You share with one another and partner together because you love each other, not because you “have to.” It’s not some kind of legalistic relationship, but one based on your love and commitment to each other.

When you have true communion with someone, you are interested in what interests him and vice versa. It’s the same in your relationship with God. 

If you desire communion with Him, you will want to involve yourself in those things that interest Him, and He in turn will involve Himself in your life (Matthew 6:33.. “Seek first”). 

We are “created for good works in Christ”. We have a purpose!

Some of the kinds of things God wants you to be involved with:

•
Making disciples (Matthew 28:19-20)  (Go Into all )

•
Working in the harvest  (Jesus prayed.

•
Praying diligently and persistently (I Thessalonians 5:17Be joyful always; pray continually;give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

•
Supporting the work of the Lord (Malachi 3:10, Galatians 6:6)

•
Maintaining a simple, heartfelt relationship with Him (Micah 6:8)

As you involve yourself in the Father’s business, He becomes involved in your affairs. Look at some of the things He does for you when you delight yourself in Him:

•     Provides for all your needs (Philippians 4:19.. my God shall)

•
Rewards you for your sacrifice (Mark 10:29).. No man has left.. 100 fold

•
Heals your body (Isaiah 53:4… By his stripes)
•
Forgives all your sins (Psalm 103:3)

•
Sets you free from the enemy (Luke 4:18-19)

•
Protects you (Proverbs 2:8)

•
Comforts you (II Corinthians 1:3-4)

•
Fights for you (Joshua 23:10-11)

•
Helps you in your weakness (Romans 8:26)

•
Gives you guidance and wisdom (James 1:5)

•
Fills you with peace (Isaiah 26:3)

Can I lose my relationship and communion with God?

In the beginning, God created man to have unbroken, intimate communion with Him. Man, however, through his disobedience in the Garden of Eden, forfeited his right to communion with God. But our gracious God provided a way for that communion to be restored when He sent His son Jesus to die on the cross for the sins of all mankind. You are born into God’s kingdom when you decide to follow Jesus, but you will not be able to sustain your new life in Him unless you learn how to have communion with Him. This is why it is so important to know what things can destroy your communion. Here are a few:

•
Willfully continuing in sin—None of us is perfect, and we will all do something wrong from time to time. But the Holy Spirit will convict you of sin. That’s a “knowing” in your heart that you have done wrong. When the Holy Spirit convicts you, it is your responsibility as a child of God to respond. Quickly confess your wrongdoing, turn from it, and believe that you have received the Father’s forgiveness (I John 1:9). Then go on joyfully serving your God. However, if you willfully refuse to repent or if you make a conscious choice to continue in sin, you can break your fellowship with the Lord.

Heb 10:26-31

26
If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left,

27
but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.

28
Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.

29
How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace?

30
For we know him who said, "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," and again, "The Lord will judge his people."

31
It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

It’s NOT that God is MAD with us when we sin. His wrath is reserved for the unrighteous.  There is a difference between his sternness and his wrath!  It’s not his attitude… it’s just who he IS! His Holy nature consumes and destroys sin! If you are ruled by that sin nature, you’re in trouble!

Remember the human torch?,  If a flaming man gives you hug. If you’ve got anything flammable, it’s gonna burn.  

Heb 12:29 for our "God is a consuming fire." 
If you have built upon the sin nature, instead of obedience to Christ, everything you build is going to burn.

It is not that God stops loving you

We don’t lose God’s love just because we sin…. We have an advocate with the father.

We DO however, strengthen our very sin nature Christ died to redeem us from. When this nature becomes strengthened, we are in grave danger.

Your deliberate disobedience makes your sin nature stronger and makes it harder for you to hear from God.  
Wrestlers…

Obedience brings clarity…

•
Harboring unforgiveness—A refusal to forgive those who have hurt you can also hinder your ability to have communion with God. The Scriptures are clear in commanding us to forgive (Matthew 6:14-15, 18:21-22; Colossians 3:13). Forgiveness is a decision you make to release someone who has sinned against you. It is not based on emotion, but rather is a conscious decision of your will to extend to others the same forgiveness that God extended to you. Refusing to forgive will lead to bitterness and destruction in your life, as well as cutting off your fellowship with God.

We don’t want to leave an open door for Satan.

Bitterness is a root “which defiles many”

(More during encounter)

•
Being overly involved in the affairs of the world—Although you have to live in this world, you are not to be part of it (John 17:6). 
As a Christian, you must guard your heart and the things that pull at you for attention. If you spend all your time in worldly pursuits and pleasures, seeking only to entertain yourself and others, you will soon notice a distance between you and God. Your mind and heart will become dull to the things of God, and you won’t be aware of His presence in your life. If you find that God seems far away and you can’t hear His voice, check yourself and see if maybe you have let yourself become too involved in earthly pleasures.

I Jn 2:15

15
Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

James 4:4

4
You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.

What can I do to maintain strong communion with God?

There are many things you can do to make sure you keep the channel open between yourself and God. Just a few of them are listed below:

•
Meditate on God and all He has done—

Ps 63:6; I think of you through the watches of the night. On my bed I remember you
Ps 143:5 I remember the days of long ago; I meditate on all your works and consider what your hands have done.

Ps 1:1-21
Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. 
But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.

· Daily spend time in his word (the bible) (I have hidden your word,,, If you abide in me)
· •
Make prayer a regular part of your life—I Thessalonians 5:17 Pray continually

· Be systematic and disciplined in this

(Notebook. Write questions down)

•
Cultivate an attitude of gratitude—Philippians 4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!

•
Maintain fellowship with other believers—Hebrews 10:25

•
Participate in the Lord’s Supper—I Corinthians 10:16

Communion with God is the greatest privilege of the believer. As you grow in your ability to spend time with Him, you will find yourself craving communion with Him more and more. You will move beyond a narrow, legalistic view of God into a knowledge of Him as Father and Friend. You will be forever changed from “glory to glory” as you revel in the awesome presence of a loving Heavenly Father who longs to have communion with you. So make a commitment today to learn how to draw near to God in that secret place where sweet communion awaits.
Go back to Garden….

Here he was… coming to the place of meeting. The place he looked forward to. It was here he spent time with his beloved creation… the man, the woman.

Only this day…. He was to be bitterly crushed and disappointed. Something was different. They hid themselves from the presence of the Lord. Instead of running to him… now they were afraid. Instead of gazing upon His face… they were looking at THEMSELVES.  Their attention went inward. They had become self centered now….  And they looked at God as some frightening presence.. not a beloved companion.

Oh we often tell the story of what man lost that day… paradise… the garden.

But what about what GOD lost?  He lost his companion… the one he loved no longer saw him the same way. 

So God sent his son…  Not just because of what man lost… but because of what GOD lost. 

Jn 3:16.    He was willing to die to get YOU back.

You see. Your time w/ god isn’t supposed to be something that starts when you die… he wants to be with you NOW.   He will come to you… will walk with you. Will talk with you.  He wants more than anything to be WITH you.

Do you hear the sound in the Garden?   He is waiting for you.

