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One of the first steps a new Christian should take is to be water baptized. In the New Testament, this was the most powerful way that new believers identified with Christ. Baptism is an act of worship through which believers express their faith and commitment to the Lord.  It is a way of letting God, the whole world, and the angels and demons know that your old life is over, and a new life has begun.
Jesus told us to baptize disciples

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit...” (Matthew 28:19).

But what does it mean?
Maybe you’re familiar with baptism, and to you it just seems like a Church ritual.  Perhaps you’ve seen babies sprinkled or experienced something similar in church.

It’s true that it some of the church world, baptism is now just a tradition. Many church goers don’t even understand the significance.  So let’s discuss it.

The words “baptism” and “Baptize” both have their root in the Greek word "bapto," meaning “to immerse, dip, or plunge under water”.  It means to go under the water and get wet!  

In baptism, the immersion of the believer symbolizes his death to sin and his resurrection to the new life he now has in Christ. The believer outwardly affirms the inward commitment he has made to Jesus Christ as the Lord of his life.  In effect, by being baptized, you are saying “My old life is over. I died, but now I am alive again because of Jesus.”  It is important that we truly understand and let the people around us know that now our life belongs to Christ.

It is a ritual, but baptism is not JUST a ritual.

It’s a lot like a marriage ceremony.

Just as a wedding ceremony is not the actual marriage, but rather a ceremonial commitment to enter into marriage, water baptism is a ceremonial commitment before God and men, to willingly enter into death and new life in Christ.

Baptism is important.  It was vital to the Christians in the Bible. The book of Acts shows us over and over that when people gave their lives to Christ, they were very quickly Baptized.  

For one example, in the Acts, we read that the Ethiopian eunuch learned about Christ driving down a road in a carriage from Phillip, noticed a river, and . ..... Then both Phillip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him” (Acts 8:38).  Notice they were immersed into the water, not sprinkled.

For Christians in the bible, baptism was the initial evidence that someone  had really become a Christian.  

During the early years of Christianity, it was not uncommon for Romans soldiers to kill Christians for being baptized.

(Illegal now in Tamil Nadu.. Considered proof of illegal conversion)

Baptism was not an invention of Christianity.

Before Christianity, there were Jews who Baptized. There have even been some pagan mystery religions that have used baptism as a rite of initiation into their circle. 

Before Jesus came to earth as a man , especially in the period of time after Alexander the Great conquered the land of Israel, there were sometime Greeks or other non-jews, who learned about the God of Moses, and were convicted of the truth, that there was one God, the creator of all.  Many times these Greeks would want to become followers of the Jewish religion. These converts were called proselytites.

It became normal to undergo the ritual of Baptism when you came into relationship with Israel. You were having to cut yourself completely off from your old life, your old religion.  Many times you would be literally disowning your family and possibly even your country.

It was just as if you were saying “The man I was is dead, and now I am new. I am washing away the old, and becoming something new.”  

Then John the Baptist came along.  He was the one God sent to prepare the way for Jesus. One of the very practical ways he prepared the way was to begin calling on ALL men, Jew and Gentile alike, to repent of their sins and be baptised.  John’s baptism was different, because he called on all men to recognize the evil in their own hearts and repent into a new life.  He said Matt 3:9 “And do not think you can say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham.”     He said “I don’t care if your born Jewish, you’re problem is your heart!   Repent!”

Jews thought they had it made with God just because of the traditions they were born into. Likewise, sometimes people today grow up around church and are “good” church going people. But John exposed the true hearts of men, and showed we must ALL repent.  

John’s baptism was a radical thing! The effect of John's preaching was so widespread that his baptism was still being administered thirty years later in Alexandria and Ephesus (Acts 18:25, 19:1-7). 

But remember John said “ 

11
"I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. Matt 3:11

John was simply preparing the way for Jesus. And so Jesus disciples also baptized their disciples. Jesus said “You must be born again”… We die to the old life and live anew! Baptism is our dedication to die to the old, and live alive in Jesus Christ.

All Christians need to be water baptized. Jesus stressed its importance through His own example. Even though He was without sin, He submitted Himself to baptism. 

Jesus was baptized by John. When John protested that Jesus should really be baptizing John, Jesus humbly responded that he needed to model everything that was right. Jesus knew that if he wanted OTHER men to be baptized, he should lead the way.  

Jesus knew that every man after him must say  “I repent of my old life. My old life is over. I am changed. I need a new life given by God” 

It is not necessary for you to be water baptized in order for you to be a Christian. The Bible says, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves; it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

However, baptism is an important step to lay the right foundation and right heart in the life of the new believer. 

It is a decision of the will and an act of obedience… and our obedience lays the foundation of our lives.

Baptism helps you understand your identity in Christ

Your entrance into the water during baptism identifies you with Christ’s death on the cross and His burial in the tomb. When you come out of the water, you identify with His resurrection from the dead. Jesus freely chose to die in your place, so you must willingly enter into the waters of baptism to rise in newness of life.

To be a successful Christian, you MUST embrace the fact that just as Jesus died for you and raised from the dead, YOU have died to your old life, and have been resurrected a brand new person! You MUST believe that by faith.

By daily identifying with HIS death and resurrection, we find the key to the Christian life.
Rom 6:3-23

3
Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?

4
We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

5
If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.

6
For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin--

7
because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.

8
Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.

9
For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him.

10
The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.

11
In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

12
Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.

13
Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.

14
For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.

15
What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!

16
Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey-- whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness?

17
But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted.

18
You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.

19
I put this in human terms because you are weak in your natural selves. Just as you used to offer the parts of your body in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them in slavery to righteousness leading to holiness.

20
When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness.

21
What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death!

22
But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life.

23
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
In Christianity, the path to greater life, is death.

The way you were made spiritually alive was Christ’s death.  Baptism is our willing embrace of this principle.
For I am crucified with Christ, and I NO LONGER LIVE,  but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

Gal 2:20

The great power of the Christian, is that we have been crucified with Christ.  And the degree to which we keep getting off the cross, is the degree to which we have no power.

Too often some people begin to attend a Church, but never really come to live a new life in Christ. They don't understand that you must be born again. It’s not a new leaf, it’s a new life!    

There is a Cost of being Jesus' Disciple.  He cautioned those who wanted to follow him:
Luke 14:28-35

28
"Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it?

29
For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him,

30
saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.'

31
"Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand?

32
If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace.

33
In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple.
What is the cost? Giving up everything.  (That doesn’t mean you have to give away your car)

Christ and the Apostles emphasized baptism because you as a Christian need to understand the choice you have made and the responsibility you have as God’s servant. 
He has made you new, but you must make a choice to keep the old man in the grave!

Col 3:1-10

1
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.

2
Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.

3
For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.

4
When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

5
Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.

6
Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.

7
You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived.

8
But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips.

9
Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices

10
and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.

We have a responsibility, to rid ourselves of things. We have choices to make. He delivers us, but we must CHOOSE to put to death the earthly nature.

Over and over the scripture shows us the battle between the old man and the new man.

Rom 8:5-9

5
Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires.

6
The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace;

7
the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so.

8
Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.

9
You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.

10
But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness.

11
And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.

12
Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation-- but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it.

13
For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live,

14
because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.

What was the first baptism?

1 Cor 10:1-2

1
For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers, that our forefathers were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea.

2
They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.

When they went through the Red Sea they didn’t even get wet… but what they did experience was a death to their old life and hello to a new life. They never even saw the Egyptians again.

Israel was cornered. Not willingly. Many of us are backed into death unwillingly!

The cross delivers us from bondage to the world, but it is through baptism and by following the cloud of God’s presence that we are truly joined to Christ. 

Being Baptized gives you an reference point in life in which to say “My old life died, and here my new life began”.  (We often replace the altar call w/ baptism.)

You can look back to your water baptism as the moment when you publicly declared your faith in Christ. This reference point will always remind you that you began your Christian life with a clear conscience before God. “And this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. . .“ (I Peter 3:21).

Water baptism confirms the fact that your old sin nature has been crucified and that you have put on a new, godly nature. You have made a new commitment to serve Jesus, and you have separated yourself from your old sinful lifestyle.

When should you be water baptized?

After you repent—That means after you turn away from sin and decide to follow Jesus.

After you believe—That means after you completely trust in Christ’s death and resurrection for your salvation.

Many times people who were baptized as a child feel the need to be rebaptized when they really make a true commitment to change, die to their old life, and live anew in Christ.  We encourage you to be rebaptized if you are walking as a new man or woman.

If you’ve accepted Christ and have truly turned toward Him, you will need to follow Him in water baptism. According to Scripture, any believer in Christ can baptize you in water. It may be your pastor, your cell leader, or a person discipling you into Christ. 

Talk to the person who has been helping you (your cell leader, personal pastor, or friend) and ask him to help you arrange the right time to be water baptized. If you attend an Encounter, this may happen immediately after the Encounter Weekend.

