PRE-ENCOUNTER CLASS

Week One

We’re laying foundations: Salvation. Baptism. Freedom from Sin, Deliverance, Having a personal walk with God, and developing a lifestyle that promotes growth as a man/woman of God.

Who has made a decision to follow Jesus Christ?

A decision to follow and obey Jesus Christ is a great decision! 

Jesus IS already Lord of all. (Phil 2:11) Accepting him as YOUR Lord is a bit like deciding to accept the law of Gravity!  It’s for our own benefit!  

How many attended a meeting where you responded to a call to receive Christ?   How many attended a meeting in a home or business and met Christ there?  Or friend prayed or family member prayed with you to receive Christ? 

However you came to this decision, it was the right one! The decision to follow Christ is the greatest and most life-changing decision that you will ever make.

What does it all mean?

Today you stand in a very different place than where you stood before you decided to follow Jesus Christ. Things have now changed! 

 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new cre​ation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”

2 Corinthians 5:17
God sees you differently, and you probably see God differently. 

(Personal story: Balcony in Israel… I realized, I was God’s servant. I worked for him.)
You should also see yourself differently. However you feel, you are not the same as before!   (Don’t let Satan lie to you)
Let’s talk about what has happened to you. 
“But God demonstrates His own love for us in this.’ While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).

You were born a sinner!

Whether you were a “good person” or a “bad person” really doesn’t matter. All of us have still sinned. (Use someone ”good” as an example-Have you ever told a lie etc?) 
Proverbs 20:9 reminds us  “Who can say, ‘I have kept my heart clean, I am pure from my sin?”’   When we compare ourselves to each other, some might feel good about themselves, but the only comparison that matters is to GOD’S standards!
Sinning makes us sinners!  Being a sinner means that you have failed to do what God requires of you in order to be in right relationship with Him. In other words, you have failed to fulfill God’s law. “. . . For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God     (Romans 3:23). Sin includes those things you do that are not acceptable to God, as well as your NATURE… your natural tendency to walk in disobedience to God.

As a sinner by nature, you cannot please God.

“As it is written.’ ‘There is no one righteous, not even one’ “(Romans 3:10). 
Our most righteous acts are as “filthy rags”.  (Literally: Discarded menstrual cloths.) 

Even if you arc trying to live right, you soon find that no matter how hard YOU try to please God, without Christ it is impossible.

You see, you were dead in your sin! There was no hope.

Even though God loved you, you were separated from Him. Because God is totally good and perfect, He will not allow sin in His presence. So until you met Christ, you were not able to enter into God’s presence. But now, because of His shed blood, Christ has become your passage to the Father.

Ephesians 2:2 says that you formerly ‘followed the ways of this world” 
In the past, you lived for the world and its attractions—under the direct influence of Satan! (This influence is obvious among those who still live apart from Christ.)

 The spirit of rebellion (doing things YOUR way) controlled your life through strong desires like selfishness… or lust and greed. 
The first man born was “Cain”. He wanted to do things “his way”, and became angry when God didn’t accept him just the way he was. You see God’s love and acceptance are two different things. He loves us when we sin, but because he is holy, he can’t accept our sin.    

We might get angry and say “Well God knows I’m doing the best I can”, but  the best you can cannot and will not ever gain God’s approval. 
But Because God loves you so much ... He made a way.   (John 3:16)

And then, he personally drew YOU to him 

He began to deal with your heart through the influence of the Holy Spirit, no matter how hard-hearted you were. 
Maybe you were desperate. Maybe you just realized you were empty and in need of God, In EVERY even, it is the Holy Spirit of God that draws us to Himself by inviting you to know His Son, Jesus.

But he also gives us a free will.  You can refuse him. ..

If you refuse to accept God’s love and offer of eternal life through Jesus Christ, then you remain in your sin and continue to be separated from God. If you die separated from God, you are condemned to an eternity without God in a place the Bible calls hell.

Ephesians 2:1-3 says, “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.”
God doesn’t have to send anyone to hell. We are already on our way. We are ALREADY BORN destined for hell. The best of us are destined for hell because our NATURE is to be an object of wrath. Man is sinful by nature! 
EVERYONE NEEDS to be born again. They need their spirit to be made alive to God.
“Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”’  John 3:3

Jesus said “You must be born again.” (John 3:7) If Jesus had spoken those words to Zacchaeus (a cheat), or Mary Magdalene (a prostitute), or the thief who hung next to Him on the cross, you might just decide that only “bad people” must change. 
However, it was not like this. Jesus said those words to Nicodemus, a teacher of the law, who prayed two hours a day, fasted twice a week and was zealous in following religious rules.
So if I can’t earn it, what can I do?

 Let’s look at God’s clear answer: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
You are saved by grace—favor that God gives you. It is undeserved, unearned, and given freely. Grace comes to you through faith. Faith is being totally convinced that something is true. In this case, it means having the assurance that Christ paid for your sins.

When you firmly believe that it is through Christ alone that you have salvation (not by anything you have done), you have “saving faith”! Before you have this faith, you experience no grace or favor with God. Ephesians 2:12 says, “Remember that at that time you were separate from Christ... without hope and without God in the world” (Ephesians 2:12).

Because of faith in Christ, you now have grace and are in God’s favor! Now you can enter God’s presence boldly, knowing that you have received mercy and forgiveness. God accepts you now through the work of Christ.

Jesus called it Born Again.. What does it mean?

You heard about what Jesus did for you, and You believed… Maybe you felt it.  Maybe you didn’t feel anything, but somehow, you changed your mind, you made a decision to OBEY.  And that decision was an act of faith!  

When you acted in faith… something happened on the inside of you. 

Your Spirit man, was BORN.  It was MADE ALIVE.  It had been dead in the willfullness of sin before, but now, something from God is ALIVE on the inside of you.  You are Born again.

It happened because of faith. You believed, or chose to believe.

God’s has always responded to faith.

Heb 11:6
And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he is and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
Abraham was a man just a few generations after the flood of Noah. He is often called the father of faith. The Bible tells the story of how God began tugging on Abraham’s heart, to leave the land he lived (modern day Iraq), and go to a place he never heard of.  The place he would wind up moving to became known as Israel, and through he never lived to see it, Abraham changed the world by believing that little voice was God, and obeying the voice of God and moving his family.  Abraham’s descendants became the people we read about in the Bible. One of them was Jesus Christ, your savior.

The Bible says “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness” (Gal 3:6)  When Abraham made a step toward God by obeying him… God said “That’s faith… and I like it!”  God has always wanted people who would see past just what we can see with our eyes, and see Him with our hearts.

So too, YOUR decision to follow God, to obey him, was an act of faith.  When you made a decision  to believe that Jesus paid the price for your sins, and made him the ruler and boss of your life…  faith caused your spirit to become born again.  He had already paid the price for you. He was there, ready to take away your sins, but when you believed… salvation became YOURS. Until you believed, it wasn’t yours!

Rom 10:9 .. if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

Earlier, I said that  2 Cor 5:17 declares Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
· It what ways are you different? When you are “born again” whether or not you see it yet, EVERYTHING about you has changed. Here are just a few highlights:
· Your Spiritual eyes are opened. Sin blinds the eyes, but when we accept Jesus, our spiritual eyes are opened. Only the spiritual man can see the kingdom of God. His spiritual eyes are opened, and he can perceive all the things that are hidden to the natural man. Paul said: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered the heart of man the things which God has prepared for those who love him” 1 Corinthians 2:9.
· You have moved from darkness into light. Sin takes us through dark paths. Conversion makes us turn our backs on darkness and directs our steps onto a new way, the path of light. Proverbs 4:18 says “The path of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn, shining ever brighter till the full light of day.”  As you continue to walk with God, you become more and more full of light.
· You are converted from Satan’s property to God’s. Sin enslaved us, keeping us under Satan’s dominion. When we were converted to Christ, we came under the government of God. You are no longer a slave! The things you could never become free of before are now things you can overcome.
· Through faith in Jesus we receive forgiveness for sin. Our sins deserve punishment, but Jesus Christ carried them in His body. He was punished for us. Now God sees you as Holy and clean.  Even when you slip up, you have forgiveness.

· We receive God’s special favor, the promise of his “inheritance.”

Paul said: “He who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us, how will He not also give everything to us? (Acts 9:1-9) The special relationship you now enjoy with God brings untold blessings into your life.

· God begins to transform you into something wonderful.

God said through the prophet Ezekiel, “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit in you and cause you to walk in My statutes” Ezekiel 36:26-

2 Cor 3:18 Tells us that when we behold him, we start looking like him.

Now that I’m a Christian, what is expected from me?

“As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:1-3).

With God’s help through the power of the Holy Spirit, you are expected to “live a life worthy” of God’s salvation, reflecting your new relationship with God. Your new life should be different from your old life. 

Some of this will be reflected in changes in your attitude. As you walk with Christ, you will learn humility, love, patience, and many other virtues (positive Christ-like attitudes) that will help you to please God. As you are learning these virtues and walking in unity with other Christians, you will continue to have confidence that you are a child of God.

There will changes in how you think about things too.

Rom 12:1-2 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-- this is your spiritual act of worship.

You are His! You should also know that you have given up the right to say NO to God.

More than anything he wants YOU. The greatest way you worship God is by giving him your whole life.

Then it says…


Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is-- his good, pleasing and perfect will.
There’s a lot about how we think and act that will change. We start thinking more like him, and less like most people in the world.

But you will also experience changes in what is really important to you. The Bible says “For we are God’s handiwork, created for good works in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:10) Over time, you discover that nothing is more fun or fulfilling than doing the special tasks that he has planned for you upon this Earth.
YOU have something God has prepared you for to do. You are a part of a Kingdom, called the Kingdom of God. 

It’s an adventure….

