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Week 7
Knowing God’s Will
Eph 5:15-17  
Be very careful, then, how you live-- not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are ponderous and evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is.

God has saved you, called you, and set you apart for a purpose. He has called you to an exciting life of faith. But that life of faith requires that we understand God’s will and act upon it.

How can we really know God’s will for our lives?

It’s important to understand that God WANTS us to know His will and hear His voice. He is not hiding His plan for your life!   In John 10:27, Jesus said, “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.”  This is the type of relationship He wants with you.

God promises to give us the wisdom we need.        If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does. James 1:5-8

In today’s study we will look at seven very practical keys to growing in understanding the will of God.

Key #1:  Live a surrendered life  [image: image8.jpg]A MINISTRY OF CENTRAL AS





To understand God’s will, we must first be totally committed to doing God’s will. 

      Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-- this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is-- his good, pleasing and perfect will. Romans 12:1-2

Proverbs 3:5-6 
Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.

To be in God’s will, our obedience must be unconditional. We cannot ask God to reveal His will so we can decide whether to obey. Walking in God’s will take faith and trust that because He wants the best for us, we are willing to follow whatever direction He leads us in, whether or not we understand how He is going to work it for our good. We cannot expect see the entire picture of His will, but we must be willing to take steps of faith as He reveals His will step by step.
Obedience brings clarity. Obedience to the will of God you know already, will cause you to grow in more understanding of His will. Likewise, disobedience to something He has revealed will release confusion into your life.  If you ever become confused concerning God’s will, it might be important to ask “What was the last thing God spoke to me?  Did I obey?”    The more we obey His voice, the more clearly we hear Him the next time

Key #2: Know God’s will by Knowing God’s Word[image: image2.wmf]
The Bible reveals God’s nature, character, will, and plan. By understanding the Bible, we understand God’s overall will.

God’s will never contradicts God’s Word.  If something is God’s will, it will agree with God’s desires as revealed in scripture.  For example, the Bible clearly teaches us that God expects us to be faithful to our marriage vows.  Therefore any “voice” that tells us it is okay to abandon our spouse for another, or that “God understands,” is a deceptive lie from Satan, and is NEVER God’s will. 

If you are totally obedient to the precepts and principles in the Bible, it will be hard to miss God’s will!

      Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.  Joshua 1:8

      All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  2 Timothy 3:16-17

      How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to your word. I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands. I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.  Psalm 119:9-11

      He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him, and will disclose Myself to him."  John 14:21

Key #3:  Prayer [image: image3.wmf]
Ask God to reveal his plan and will to you in every circumstance. When we humble ourselves and ask for His help, He gives his Grace to the humble heart.

Prayer is not just talking to God, it is also listening.  God speaks to our hearts in gentle ways, and when we wait for him to speak, He often does.

      Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  Philippians 4:6

      Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  Matthew 7:7

      I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you and watch over you. Psalm 32:8

As a follower of God, you must take the time to stop and listen to God. People who become “too busy” to spend time with God make a terrible mistake and miss God’s will.

Proverbs 4:20 says, “Give attention to my words, incline your ear to my sayings.”  Pay close attention and give God your undivided attention.  God often whispers to us in a soft voice; He won’t try to yell over the many voices competing for our attention. 

Get a journal and write down what God says to you. Why? It keeps your prayers and mind focused. It helps you to remember. It enables you to test what you hear. It reminds you to act on what you hear.

Key #4: Godly Counsel [image: image4.wmf]
God gives us pastors and mentors because we need them!  Your personal pastor is a great asset to your life. God may also give you other mature brothers and sisters to help speak into your life.  This is why we need the church!

      The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to advice. Proverbs 12:15

      Listen to advice and accept instruction, and in the end you will be wise. Proverbs 19:20

      Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  Colossians 3:16

It’s very important that we remember that godly counsel means counsel from mature men and women of God who are known to be righteous. You need more than good opinions from nice people!  Many well-meaning, nice people will offer opinions. However, if they are not people who represent specific Godly authority in your life, you should exercise extreme caution. Many people claim to be followers of God, but have not surrendered their lives fully to Christ. Such people are not the ones to seek advice from.

Key #5:  Observe what’s going on [image: image5.wmf]
Often God uses circumstances to communicate His will to us.

      And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.  Romans 8:28

      In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will,  Ephesians 1:11

      You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.  Genesis 50:20

      The mind of man plans his way, but the LORD directs his steps.  Proverbs 16:9

After I go through Macedonia, I will come to you-- for I will be going through Macedonia. Perhaps I will stay with you awhile, or even spend the winter, so that you can help me on my journey, wherever I go. I do not want to see you now and make only a passing visit; I hope to spend some time with you, if the Lord permits. 1 Corinthians 16:5-7  (Paul recognized God’s was not easily missed by a sincere heart.  Ultimately, it would be revealed through the circumstances.)

Key #6:  He give us desires [image: image6.wmf]
Many times, God places desires in our hearts.  If we have a desire for a good or godly thing, often He has placed that desire in our hearts. Our flesh seldom longs for a sacrificial life or spiritual things. We should pay attention to our spiritual desires and ask God to fulfill them.  We should be equally cautious about our fleshly desires, which typically work against God’s will.

      ...for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.  Philippians 2:13

      Trust in the LORD and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart.

 Psalm 37:3-4

If anyone desires to become an overseer in the church, he desires a good and noble thing. 1 Timothy 3:1

Key #7:  Check out the fruit  [image: image7.wmf]
Any “voice” that speaks to us will be coming from one of three sources: (1) God’s Spirit, (2) Our own spirit, or (3) Demonic spirits.  The Bible tells us, “Don’t believe every spirit. Test the spirits, to see whether they’re from God” (1 John 4:1).

One way to know if you are really hearing from God is the character of the voice that is speaking.    

James 3:13-18


Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom.  But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. Such "wisdom" does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil.  
For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.  But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.  Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.
Any word that comes from God is first of all “pure.” God will NEVER tell you to ignore, disobey, or violate anything written in the Bible.  God will never tell you to do something that is dishonest, immoral, deceitful, hurtful, vindictive, or destructive. That would violate His own nature and violate the nature of Christ within us.

When God speaks to you it also brings a sense of peace. It brings peace to your own heart, and it produces peace in your situation. 

God’s voice will produce “Good Fruit.”  Ask yourself a few questions:  If I act on what I feel God is saying to me, what will the fruit of it be?  · Will it bring me closer to God or move me farther away from God? · Will it strengthen my family or weaken it?-  Will it honor the name of Christ? -Will it benefit others or will it hurt others? -  Do I feel pressured to act hurriedly?- Am I acting out of faith or fear? - Is there an inner peace?

Romans 8:27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will.

