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Week 6
What Is The Church?
You have become part of something that is unique in the world. As God’s chosen you are now part of His Church.  But what IS the Church?  Most people see the church as a building, an organization, or a social group. But while the church has all of these, the church really is none of these things!
In English translations of the New Testament, the Greek word normally translated “church” is ekklesia, which means “called out ones”.    Simply stated, the Church is a group of people who are called out and set apart by Jesus Christ. 
In the New Testament we see the word ekklesia used in three ways: 
1. Any gathering of Christians  (Romans 16:5)  (I Corinthians 11:19)  Whenever multiple Christians are present, the Church is manifested.
2. All the Christians living in one geographic area  (Acts 11:22  Romans 16:1) The New Testament often refers to the “Church at Philippi” or “The Church at Corinth.” It is clear that Christians living in a specific area have a bond together on behalf of their home. 

3. The Church Universal  (Matthew 16:18) (Acts 9:32)   The Church universal is made up of all believers world wide, living or already with God, who have received Christ and are united with him as the head.

Too often, we immediately associate the word “church” with a building or location. But in reality, we don’t go to church, we ARE the church. 
The Church is called the Body of Christ

· Christ is the head, leader, and source of life for the Body. 

(Ephesians 1:23-23; Colossians 1:18)
· Consists of independent members Romans 12:4-8 

· Purchased with His Blood (Acts 20:28)

· United as one body through the Holy Spirit(John 17);(Romans 12:5)
The starting point for any activity of the body is with the head. The human body cannot act independently of the head. And except for those rare cases where there is some type of communication breakdown between the head and the other members of the body, whatever the head says, the body does. It must remain in connection with and be submitted to the authority of the head. Failure to remain connected to the head ultimately results in death. 
The Church is called the Bride

The Church is also called the Bride of Christ (Revelation 21). It is clear that God’s ultimate plan is to bring her together with Christ for eternity. This aspect of the Church’s nature is particularly important to understand in so far as the Church is called to be a spotless bride, made so by the blood of Christ. 

The Church is called the Living stones a spiritual house; a royal priesthood
You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 2:5
Christ is the Cornerstone (or foundation), and we are all “living stones” that build a spiritual house through our devotion and acceptable sacrifices. As a royal priesthood, we live lives that are set apart and dedicated to God.

The Church is called the Flock of God

You my sheep, the sheep of my pasture, are people, and I am your God, declares the Sovereign LORD. Ezekial 34:31

As sheep following the Good Shepherd, we must learn to trust God’s guidance and provision as well as becoming sensitive to His voice.  Luke 12:22, John 10:16, I Peter 5:2

Church is called the Temple of God
God literally dwells with us as the Church. I Corinthians 3:16, I Peter 2:5

If we are ‘called out ones”, what are we called out for?

God has given His Church many important tasks on the earth.  However, the ultimate purpose for all of these tasks reflects one overall mission: To display His glory. 
Ephesians 3:10 reveals that “His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal mission which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord”. This indicates that the Church’s mission is not only to reflect God’s glory to mankind, but also to the heavenly realms and all of creation.   
We are called to love God. 

Jesus said in Matthew 22:37-39, that the greatest commandment is to love God with all your heart, mind, and soul. Since this is the greatest commandment for every Christian, it is also the greatest commandment for the Church. The Church is a manifestation of God Himself and since He is love, the Church must also be love. It is out of our love for God that we fulfill the tasks of our mission. Therefore, as we examine other scripture passages, we discover specific tasks that done in the love of God reflect His glory.

We are called to love one another

Our sense of community and love for each other is a real indicator that Christ has made us new creatures. (John 13:35)  Just as a family is ideally the children of one father, as children of the same heavenly father we fulfill our duty to each other as brothers and sisters.
We are called to an Eternal Mission
Matthew 28:18-20  Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”   This passage is often called “The Great Commission.”
 Jesus gave this command shortly before ascending to be with His Father in heaven, and He did not make it optional.  Nor did He say that only certain people were called to answer this mandate. He issued it to all Christians. 
The first part of the command is “to go.”  For many Christians this may mean going long distances to minister in cultures far from their home, but for all Christians it means getting out of our normal comfort zones and carrying the gospel to where He calls us.   Every believer is called to be part of sharing the gospel with the unsaved.  

 “Go” is not only a command, but also an encouragement. In essence, Jesus was saying to go and not to fear, because He has sent us. He has given us the authority and power we need to accomplish the job.  
    The second part of the command is to “make disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey all that I have commanded you.”    Jesus wanted not just converts, but disciples!  Bringing people to a decision to accept Christ is the first step in bringing them into the Kingdom, but if they are not taught and discipled, they will not grow in the Lord and may fall away.  As part of Christ’s Church, you have an important role to play in helping make disciples.

   Finally, the Great Commission ends with yet another reminder that we go with Christ, not just for Him. The mission of the church is not meant to be carried out based on gifted men or persuasion skills, but by the power of God. 
We are called to be Salt and Light
“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.  You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” -Matthew 5:13-16
Flavorful salt changes the flavor of the entire product it is used in, but flavorless salt does nothing. We are called to bring flavor to the world around us in the eyes of God. 
Jesus also proclaims the Church to be the light of the world. Because Christ is the Light of the World (Ephesians 5:8) and we as Christians are workers with Him, His light shines through us. Being a light in a dark place does not give the Church the option of hiding or concealing the power of God that dwells within it. Light, in its very nature, cannot be contained. This is the nature of God, and the nature of the Church.
Fulfilling the Mandate
Matt 16:18-19 …and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."

 Jesus told Peter that He would build His Church.  It’s important to remember that the Church belongs to Jesus Christ. It is His responsibility and we must remember that we are only His servants.   When we begin to see a ministry as “ours”, we can easily take on more than is given to us.
It is also important that we properly recognize each other as member of Christ’s body.

When we see each other for the Christ who lives within us, we treat each other with the proper love and respect.  (Romans 12:3-9)

Throughout the earth today, Christ is building his Church in greater ways than ever before.  You have a role to play in this body. Embrace that role with all your heart.

