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Week 5
The Power of Praise 

Amos 9:11 “In that day I will restore David’s fallen tent I will repair its broken places, restore its ruins, and build it as it used to be!”

David’s Tabernacle was a place of Musical & Intercessory Worship! It was place where God’s presence dwelled! God is restoring David’s Tabernacle. We are seeing a huge revival of Praise & Worship throughout the world. People are realizing that Praise & Worship goes beyond style, denomination, & culture and focuses mainly on a HEART that is pure before God! We can learn a lot about Praise & Worship through David’s heart of worship.  
David learned at very young age how to Praise & Worship God.  His songs were birthed as he was tending his father’s sheep.  It was during these lonely times he learned to pray and the importance of having a lifestyle of Praise & Worship! When he sang the songs, no one else heard, God showed up!
David’s journey continued as he served in the palace under the “Psycho King Saul.” David played his harp for Saul to help relieve the torture of an evil spirit sent by God. As David played, the king would find peace for a short time. David  learned to worship just to survive. His songs, born of pain & rejection, attracted the only comfort he could find; GOD HIMSELF! He realized the Power of Praise & Worship! Once again, he knew that God would INHABIT his praises! God showed up BIG TIME when he began to Praise & Worship!
David was “A MAN AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART.” Yes, he was a brave warrior, mighty leader, and a king, but his greatest quality was his heart of worship. He found, at a young age, the key that would unlock the “floodgates” of Heaven! This key is PRAISE & WORSHIP!
OUR APPROACH TO THE PRESENCE OF GOD:

1) Psalm 95:2 “Let us come before him with thanksgiving & extol him with music & song!”
2) Psalm 100:1  “Enter His gates with thanksgiving, come into His courts with Praise!”
3) Psalm 24: 3-4 “Who may ascend the hill of the LORD? 
Who may stand in his holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart!” 

4) Hebrews 4:16 “Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”

PRAISE & WORSHIP DIFFERENCES: 
Praise & Worship are very similar in the way they are outwardly expressed, but they are not one in the same!
1) Praise is a vehicle to get into God’s presence! Worship is what we do when we get there!

2) Praise is where God dwells! Worship is where God reveals himself!

3) We Praise God for what He has done! We Worship God for who He is!

4) Praise & Worship cannot be based on feelings! 
5) We Praise when we feel like it, we Praise when we do not feel like it! 

*Psalm 34:1 “I will bless the Lord at ALL TIMES, His praise shall continually be in my mouth!”

*Hebrews 13:15 “Let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of Praise!”
WHAT IS PRAISE:
1) It is a part of our everyday lives! It is something you give to someone to tell them or show them their worth, value, respect, expressing an acclimation of greatness! We praise our children for pleasing us! We praise those around us when they do a good job!

2) Dictionary defines: “TO COMMEND, TO APPLAUD, TO EXPRESS APPROVAL OR ADMIRATION OF…”
3) Something directed toward God and it can be something expressed to others about God!

4) Is characterized by CELEBRATION! Singing, shouting, speaking forth, musical instruments, and dancing.
HOW SHOULD WE PRAISE:

God’s word, the BIBLE, must be our textbook as a pattern for the different forms of Praise & Worship. We cannot base our worship on our culture or denomination, it must be HIS WORD!
Praise & Worship cannot be based on musical style. A true definition of Praise & Worship has nothing to do with music. When David was on the hillside, tending his father’s sheep, he was not concerned if he was singing Southern Gospel, Black Gospel, Contemporary Worship, Jazz, Rock or any other “style” of music.  NO! David was pouring his heart our before the Lord with his own words, creating new songs. He may have even started with a Psalm, he learned last week at church or heard on the radio, and then went into creating a new song to the Lord! There was no set formula that David followed!  His Praise & Worship came out of his relationship with the Lord!  

Now, let us look at a few ways God tells us to Praise!


1) LIFTING UP HANDS!

*Psalm 134:2 “Lift up your hands in the sanctuary and praise the Lord.”

*Psalm 63:4 “I will praise you as long as I live, and in your name I will lift up my hands!”
2) CLAPPING OUR HANDS!

*Psalm 47:1 “Clap your hands, all you nations….”

3) PLAYING MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS!

*Psalm 150 “…..Praise Him with the sounding of the trumpet, Praise Him with the harp & lyre, Praise Him with the tambourine and dancing, Praise Him with the strings and flute, Praise Him with the clash of cymbals, Praise Him with the resounding cymbals. Let everything that has breath Praise the Lord!” 

4) STANDING! 

*Psalm 135:2 “You who STAND in the house of the Lord, In the courts of the house of our God.”

5) KNEELING, BOWING, FLAT ON YOUR FACE!

*Psalm 95:6 “Come, let us bow down in worship, let us KNEEL before the Lord our Maker.”

6) SINGING!
*Psalm 63:3-5 “Because your love is better than life, my LIPS will glorify you. I will praise You as long as I live and in Your name I will lift  up my hands. My soul will be satisfied as with the richest of foods; with SINGING LIPS my mouth will praise You!”
7) AUDIBLY!
*Psalm 26:7 “…proclaiming ALOUD your praise and telling of all your wonderful deeds.”

*Psalm 66:8 “Praise our God, O peoples, let the sound of His praise be HEARD!”
8) DANCING!
*Psalm 30:11 “You turned my wailing into DANCING!; you remove my sackcloth and clothed me with JOY!”

*Psalm 149:3 “Let them praise His name with DANCING and make music to him with tambourine & harp!”

9) SHOUTING!

*Psalm 66:1 “SHOUT with joy to God, all the earth!”

*Psalm 100:  “SHOUT for joy to the Lord all the earth, Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs!”

*Psalm 47:1 “Clap your hands, all you nations; SHOUT to God with cries of joy!”

10) SPEAKING IN TONGUES

WHY SHOULD WE PRAISE?

1) WE WERE CREATED TO PRAISE! 
*1 Peter 2:9“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the PRAISES of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.
2) IT IS A GOOD THING TO PRAISE! 
*Psalm 135: 3 “Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good; sing praise to his name, for that is pleasant.”
3) HE COMMANDS US!
*Psalm 150:1 “Praise Ye the Lord…”

4) GOD IS ENTHRONED ON OUR PRAISE! 
*Psalm 22:3 “Yet, You are holy, O You who are enthroned upon the praises of Israel.”
5) THERE IS POWER IN PRAISE!

*Eph 6:12 “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms!”
*Psalm 8 “From the lips of children & infants you have ordained praise,  BECAUSE OF YOUR ENEMIES, to silence the foe & the avenger!”

WHERE SHOULD WE PRAISE HIM?

1) HOME, CAR, WITH FAMILY, EVERYWHERE!
2) CONGREGATION!

*Psalm 22:22 “I will declare your name to my brothers; in the CONGREGATION I will praise you.”

*Psalm 68:24-26 “Your procession has come into view, O God, the procession of my God and King into the sanctuary. In front are the singers, after them the musicians, with them are the maidens playing tambourines. Praise God in the GREAT CONGREGATION; Praise the Lord in the assembly of Israel.”

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE INDIVIDUAL WORSHIPPER (FOR OUR CELEBRATION SERVICES): Sometimes people feel that it is the Pastoral Staff’s, Worship Leader, & Worship Team’s responsibility to offer up a sacrifice of Praise! We are ALL ministers unto the Lord, so we ALL have responsibilities for EACH Celebration Service!

1) MINISTER TO THE LORD! Each person must offer their own individual sacrifice of Praise!
2) PREPARE YOURSELF FOR WORSHIP SERVICE! Develop a daily worship lifestyle & spend time in prayer!
3) BRING AN OFFERING OF PRAISE! & MONEY!

4) BE SELF MOTIVATED & INVEST ENERGY! Psalm 66:2 gives a mandate “MAKE HIS PRAISE GLORIOUS.”
5) BE WORSHIPPERS ALL WEEK LONG! 
WHAT IS WORSHIP?

As stated earlier, Praise and Worship are similar in the way they are outwardly expressed, but they are not one in the same. 

NOT ONE DEFINTION CAN EXPRESS THE FULLNESS OF WORSHIP BECAUSE WORSHIP IS:

1) DIVINE ENCOUNTER WITH GOD!

2) DAILY RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD!

3) LIFESTYLE!

4) INTIMACY! SAME AS AN EXPRESSION OF MARITAL LOVE!
5) EYE CONTACT WITH GOD!

6) FACE TO FACE WITH GOD!

7) TOTAL SURRENDER TO GOD! IT COSTS EVERYTHING!

8) OFFENSIVE TO RELIGIOUS SPIRITS!
ESSENCE OF A TRUE WORSHIPPER: 

Is someone who will worship at anytime, no matter what he/she is going through. When everything around is crying “GOD IS UNJUST! HE DOESN’T LOVE YOU!” This is the time a true worshipper will say “THE LORD IS GOD! HE IS MY STRONGTOWER! HE IS MY REFUGE! BLESSED BE THE NAME OF THE LORD!”
HEAVENLY BEINGS CREATED TO WORSHIP:
Rev 4: 6 “Day and Night they never stop saying ‘HOLY, HOLY, HOLY IS THE LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS AND IS AND IS TO COME!’ ”
These heavenly beings sole purpose is to worship before the throne day & night. They know nothing about being REDEEMED by the blood. How then can we, who have been redeemed, remain silent in the presence of the KING OF KINGS & LORD OF LORDS!
HOW TO PUT THE POWER OF PRAISE & WORSHIP IN YOUR LIFE!
1) JUST DO IT! START TODAY! NO EXCUSES!
2) HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST!

3) FOLLOW THE BIBLICAL PATTERN OF HOW HE WANTS US TO WORSHIP!
4) DECLARE GOD’S WORD BACK TO HIM! (START WITH BOOK PSALMS)
5) SING GOD’S WORD! (START WITH BOOK PSALMS)
6) CREATE A “TOTAL ENVIRONMENT” OF PRAISE & WORSHIP!
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